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Dr. 


Simeon Ross in account with Pearl River Baptist Association - 
Received last year for Associational P 












Cr. | 
By cash paid N. Robertson for superin nding printing 
and distributing iminutes......... boleenecd $25.00 
“ « §. W. Dale for printing minutes,” ... $75.00 
Total,....)... bo Med dh die to's Spb oft’ a4 outa $100.00, | 
Balance in Treasury of this fund, . 860.75 
Dr. 
Old balance on hand for Missionary purposes,........ $244.15 
bakes , j 
By cash paid H. E. Hemrsreap, our Mi ionary,..:.. - $202.00 
Balance in Treasury of this fund,.....|||-....... ..... $42.15 
Dr. 
Amount on hand for the Widow's Fund,|............. $72.00 


SIMEOWN ROSS, Treasurer. 


Note.—The Treasurer's Report as e out by him has been 
mislaid by me, and this is taken from m} memory, and there- 
fore may not in every respect be correct, bnt ip its-general fea- 
tures, I know it is. S. W|. DALE, Publisher. 
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Cepar Grove Cueron, 
Marion County, Miss., September 8th, 1866 


1. The Pearl River Baptist Association pursuant to appoin®- 
= met with the Cedar Grove Church. 

"The Introductory Sermon was preached by’ Bro. NorveL 
Rowe atson, from Leviticus, 19th chapter and 30th yerse. 

3. The Association were then called to order in the meeting 
house. Prayer was offered by Bro. H. E. Hemrsteap, and bu- 
siness Was commenced. 

4. Letters: from the Churches were received and read. 

_ Bros. Morris and Harper were appointed a committee to 
receive contributions. 

. Proceeded to the organization of the [Association by elec- 
tion ve officers. Bros. Norvett Rosertsoy, was chosen Mode- 
rator, Simeon Ross, Treasurer, and J. B. Chrisman, Clerk. 

. Rules of Decorum were read. 

8. Visiting ministers were invited to seats with us, 

9. Bros. T. J. Martin and James Hall presented a petition 
from Mt. Moriah Church for admission in the Association, and 
were received, her delegates receving welcome ‘and the right 
hand of fellowship. 

10. Communications from sister Associations were received, 
as follows : 

11. From Hs atiolockitto, a letter by Bros. a A. Harvey and 
W. H. Adams, 

12. From Strong River, a letter by Bros. Wu. TOLER and 
J. L. Cuanpen. | 

13. From, Ebenezer, @ letter and package of minutes by 
Bros. W, E, Sugreary,and W. |A. W ILLIAMS. 

14. From, Rastern, Louisiana, a letter and package of minutes 
by Bro. H. Z. JENKINS, 

15. The oaks brethren were appointed auditing com- 
mittee, A. 8. Harper and Alfred Morris. | 
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| ; 
16. Bros. I. M. Fortinberry, A. 8. Harper, Wm. Coney, Sim- 


eon Ross and James Mikell, a committde on preaching. 


17. Agreed to continue correspondinee with sister Asgocia- 
tions, Bro. B. A. Crawrorp writes to Ebenezer, Bros. J. A. 


Bourwett, and S. W. Dale messenge 


18. Bro. Dovatas writes to Strong River, Bros. M. M. For- 


tinberry, Wa. Fortivperry and E. Dovéras, wessengars. 


19. Bro. M. M. Portinberry writes |to the Habolochitto, ° 
Bros. Z. Daveupritx, J. E. Popws, B.A; Crawroxp and W. J. 


ForTINBERRY, messengers. 

20. Bro. Heurstean writes to the ississippi, Bros. G. H 
Barrerr_and S. W. Dale, thessengersg, | 

21. Bro. J. B. Lewis writes to Eastdrh Louisiana, Bros. Cy- 
rus Simmons, S. Simmons and C. F. Ckawrorp, messengers, 

22. Bro. S. W. Dale writes to the Union, Bros. G. HL, Ba- 

retr, W. H. Barter and Wm. Walker, essen gers, 
' 23: The committee on preaching tepgrted as follows for 
Sabbath service, Bros. Gos’ to preach pt half past 10 o'clock, 
A. M., after intermission Hempsrean to follow, and Suerrarp 
to close. 

24. The Assoviation then proceedéd to select the place of 
meeting for the next Association, when| it was agreed to hold 
the same with Union Church, Pike cou ty, Miss. 

25. Bro. Ceawrorp then led in praydrand the Assoeiation 
adjourned. ee i 

a | 
| 
\ | 


Monpay, 1 th September, 1866. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. 


26. The committee'on preaching rep rted as follows for ser- - 
vices to-day: Bros. Jenkins to preach n the forenoon, com- . 


-mencing at 10 o'clock, SoLomon Burrkin to follow and close. 
27. A communication from the Union| Association, borne by 
Bro. S. BurrKin, was read and received) and the right hand of 
fellowship extended to her messenger by the Moderator. 
28. Bro. Z. Daucupriit was selected to preach the Introduc- 
tory at the next meeting of the Association, and Bro. Wu- 
as J. Fortinserny, alternate. ; 
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BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. ' ” 


29, The following committee were appdinted to select 
Missionary Board, S. W. Dale, G. H. Barrert and Hosea Davis. 

30. The committee to examine the Treasurer's Statement, 
reported that they had performed that duty and found the same 
sypported by valid and legal vouchers, and the report as stated 
adopted. | ; 

$1. On motion, Resolved, ‘That S. W. Dale be appointed to 
superintend the printing and distribution of the minutes, and 
that he receive $25 for his services. 

32. On motion, it was Resolved that 60 copies extra be print- 
ed for distribucion in’ our Missionary Field. 

33. The committee appointed to select a Missionary Board, 
reported the following persons as suitable to compose the same : 
H Hooker, Jas. Mikell, A. J. Burkett, Ae S. Harper, Isaac 
Williams, Nathan Barnes, N. Ronertson, H. H. Dale, 8. Ross, 
Jas.A. Bass, H. W. Griffith and Wm. Barnes, Sr. 

84. The letters to corresponding Associations were read 
and approved, 

35. The late Missionary Board then presented through their 
chairman, N. Ronerrson, the following report: 


ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Missionary Board of the Pearl River Association, presented 

September , 1866. 

Dear Brethren; As you appointed a Missionary Board at your 
last session, it is reasonable that you should anticipate the suc- 
cess or failure of the object for which the appointment was 
made, And it is gratifying to us that we are able to render | 
such an account of our stewardship as will not meet your ¢x 
pectations with a total disappointment. Considering the des- 
olation and derangements produced by the late disastrious war, 
and what is more, the general demoralization, consequent upon 
its progress and termination, it could not be reasonably expected 

. that we should realize much mature fruit |in so short a period 
after the resumption of our labors. But we have done something 
towards repairing losses, and putting the machinery in ope- 


ration. 
Soon after the adjournment of the Association your Board 


met and organized by electing N. Roptrtson President, and A. 
S. Harper Secretary. With a view to avoid neglect or improp- 
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er delay in the discharge of our duti 4, we adopted our former : 
plan of holding regular mont ly sess ons ; and at our {Novem- tefe 
ber term we appointed Bro. H. E. H MISTEAD & missionary to 
: labor between Pearl and Leaf Rivers, if the same field we had y 
occupied previous to the war. Brotl t Uevrsreap could not 
at the time give us a decisive answer. ind being aware'that lit- , 
: tle or nothing could be effected during the winter, and the ear. pli 
: ly part of the spring, we did not thir k} tt either neeessary or ae 
prudent to urge a final reply. The cal however, was accepted the 
in good time, and about the middle of |, pril he commenced his “ 
labors. During his first tour he could do but little more than 
arrange his plans for subsequent Operstions. Since then he has = 
peformed four successive tours in the field of his duty, And - 
besides much labonspent in visiting families, he has preached “ 
laborously, and appears to have engage(l in the cause with od 
zeal and industry w orthy the important pnd arduous service in | 
j which-he is enlisted. His prospects jate highly encouraging 
; througout the whole length and breadth of his field of labor. " 
’ His congregations are truly large fbx that thinly inhabited Pr 
p country. Great anxiety is manifested by the hearers; and every br 
4 where they express an earnest disteh'a r gospel preaching — A 
; The people are kind and hospitable to*\éxcess. They do all hi 
} they are able to do, in order to secure a do itinuance of the’gospel ™ 
among them; and would willingly cotjtribute to the support of 
the mission, but the failure of their drops last year, which has fo 
reduced some of them to the nec: ssitylof selling off their stock P 
to enable them to’ buy bread, puts lentirely ont of their . 
power to give us any assistance in that fen 
The necessity of sending the gospel there, and the induce- ~ 
ments to doit, are as great as th, Y have ever been. And al- e 
though our means are greatly diminislled. yet your Board ean- 
not repress the belief that the brethren lof’ this Association can, fr 
without denying themselves of one comfort, support a minis- u 
ter there as much of the time as can be ¢mployed in that ser- h 
vice. And then, there would be amplejroom, and a great need & 
of two or three more laborers in tha vineyard. Your Mis- 
sionary has performed 10] days ta which he has traveled . 
a8 much as mucli as fifteen hundred mites and baptised four t 
converts. 
| 
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For information respecting your missionary fund; we must 


‘former 

Novem- refer you to the report of your, Treasurer, 
nary to Respectfully submitted, 
we had : N. ROBERTSON, President. 
uld not Which on motion was received and unanimotsly adop*ed. 


that Jit. 36. On motion, it was Resolved; That the deacons and sup- . 
the ear- plies of the several churches have the report of the Missionary 
Board read in their several congregations, and also urge upon 
the membership the importance of the subject of sustaining 4 
Missionary. | 
e than 37. Og motion, it was Resolved, That the several churches 
he has composing the Pearl River Association be requested to raise & 
And fund as soon as practicable and send the same to the Mission- 
ary Board at Bethany, Lawrence county, Miss., the Saturday 


ary or 
ecepted 


ced his 


eached 
with a before the third Sunday in December, and from time to time, 
‘vice in thereafter to the end of the Associational year. 
raging Bro. Pouns offered the foltowing preamble and resolutions, 
Jabor. which were adopted. =" , 
inbited Wurras, Almighty God, in the wise \lispensation of his 
l every Providence has been pleased to remove from us our beloved 
as brethren in the ministry, JoHNn A. Wroten, Isaac N. Picort and 

3 Asa Haxtsrieip—we desire to bow in humble resignation to 
do all his will, at the same time remembering their many virtues abd 
gospel arduous labors in theit Master’s vineyard 
,0rt of Resolved, That we as a body, offer thanks to Almighty God 
ch has for the grace which sustained our peloveil brethren Wroren, 
: stock Picor and Haxtsrievp in their lives—for their gifts of useful- 
f their ness, and the victory he gave them over death. 

Resolved, That we tender our” sympathies to the families of 

nduce- our beloved brethren, the churches of their membership, and * 
nd al- the congregations for which they labored, 
d can- Resclved, That in view of the deparfure of our brethren 
n can, from amongst us, to that “house not made with hands,” we 
minis- unite in recommending the churches to pray the Lord of the 
at ser- harvest to send laborers into the harvest, for truly it is great’ 
t need and the laborers are few. 
| Mis- 38. Prayer was thea offered, and a few words at parting were 
veled addressed by the Moderator to the brethten, and the Associa- — 
| four tion adjourned. N. ROBERTSON, Moderator. 


“J. B. Cunisaax, Clerk: | 
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SATURDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


. SATURDAY, Sept. 7. 1867. 
The PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 


met pursaant to appointment, with Union Cuurcn, 

Pike Connty, Mississippi, at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder Z. 
DavenpriLL, from 2d chapter Gallatians, 15th and 16th 
verses. 

The Association was then called to order in the meet- 
ing house. Prayer was offered by Brother H. E. Hemp- 
stead, and business commenced. 

Letters from churches were received and read. 

Bros. Thos. Maxwell and Nathan Barnes were appoint- 
ed a committee to receive contributions. 

. Proceeded to the organization of the Association by 
the election of officers. Bros. Quin, and Mikell were 
appointed Tellers. When Bra, NORVEL ROBERTSON 
was chosen Moderator, H. Hoorek, Treasurer, and J. B. 
Curisman, Clerk. | 

The Rules of Decorum were read, and visiting breth- 
ren were invited to seats. iat 

S. B. Culpeper and G. H. Tuneage presented a peti- 
tion for admission into this Association from the Qrook- 
ed Creek Church, which petition, on motion, was receiv- 
ed and agreed “to, and the right hand of fellowship ex- 
tended to her Delegates by the Moderator. 

Communications from sister Associations were receiv- 
ed and read. 

From Hobolochitto, a letter, by A, M. Slayton, and a 
package of minutes. 

From Mississippi Association, a letter by Z. Reeves 
and James A, Jenkins, and a package of Minutes. 

From Strong River, a.letter, by Elds. ‘Wm. Toler and 
A. Murray. ; wf 





4 

From Ebeneezer, a letter, by J L. Warren, and a pack- 
age of Minutes. 

From East Lonisiana, a letter] by Bro. H. Z. Jenkins, 
and a package of minutes. 

From Union, Bro. Nathan Mortis as Messenger. 

The following brethren were appointed a Committtee 
on preaching: Brethren H. Davis, Quin, Ross and 
Hooker. ' 

The following brethren were appointed an auditing 
Committee: Thos. Maxwell and Nathan Barnes. 

‘Agreed to continue correspondence with sister 
Associations, and in pursuance thiereof Bro. Hempstead 


is requested to.write Mississippi ssociation, Bros. J. B. . 


Lewis and W, H. Bailey, Messengers. 

Bro. M. Hathorn writes to the Strong River Associa- 
tion and Bros. A. Goss and M. M/ Fortenberry,-Messen: 
gers. . 

Bro. Pouns writes to Hobolochitto, and Z. Daughdrill, 
J. E. Price, and W. J. Fortenberry, Messengers. 

Bro. Benj. Crawford writes to Union Association, and 
E. Douglas and H. G. Barrett, Messengers. 

Bro. ©. F. Crawford writes to East Louisiana, and C. 
F. anil B. A. Crawford, Messengers. 

Bro. Quin writes to the Ebenepztr Association, and 
Bros. Henipstead and J, A. Boutwell, Messengers. 

The Association proceeded to the selection of a place 
for the next meeting of the Association, when it was 
agreed to hold the .same with Siver Creek Cuvecn, 
Lawrence County, Miss. . , 

The Committee on Preaching r¢ported as follows: 

For Sabbath service, Bro. Slatan to open with singing 
and prayer; Bro. Reeves to preach in the forenoon, and 
Bro. Goss, after an intermfission of 30 minutes to preach 


in the afternoon, and Bro: Murray |to cloSe in any adan- - 


ner he thinks best. : 

Brother Willis J. Fortenberry wads selected to preach 
the introductory, and Bro. 0. F. Orawford his alternate 
at the next meeting of this Association. 

The Clerk, ‘on motion, is: requested to superintend the 
printing and distribution of the M nutes, and is allowed 
$25 for his. services therefor. ‘ 

Prayer was then offered by Brbther Bailey, and the 
Association adjourned to meet ‘again on Monday at 10 
o'clock. , 
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Sabbath Cxeveipes. 


3 SUNDA Y, \Sept. 8, 1867. 
The congregation on Sabbath was unusually large 
and quite attentive. Services were held in pursuance 
of report of Committee on Saturday.; May the word 
preached on that day be as “bread cast upon the wat- 
” 
ers, 


MONDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


MONDAY, Sept. 9, 10 o’elk. A. M. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, when 
prayer was offered by Bro. Toler, and’ the Association 
proceeded to business. 

The Committee on preaching reported as follows: 

Brother Morris: to open with singing) and ptayer at 10 
o'clock A. M.- Bro. Hempstead to preach, and Bro. Bailey 
to close the services. 

The Letters to corresponding Assodiations were read 
and approved. — _* , 

Bro: Price from Pleasant Hill, presented his letter 
from that Church and took his seat. 

On motion the Association agreed to take up the 

“queries presented for the consideration of the Associa- 
tion. when the following Committee were appointed to 
consider and report an answer to said queries: Brethren 
Goss and Hempstead. 

The Committee proceeded to report after a few min- 
utes consideration, presenting . the following for adop- 
tion as an answer to the query from Shiloh Church: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON QUERIES. 


The Committee to whom was referred the query from 
Shiloh Church beg leave to submit the following report : 

Your Committee have carefully examined ‘the whole docu- 
ment, and find the following points contained therein: 
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Ist. That two members of sail aoe intermarried while 
the female had a former husband livitig. 
| 2d. That before doing so an attorney was consulted, who - 
gave faithful and wholesome advice. | 

3d. That in total disregard of legal counsel they consum. 
mated the unlawful marriage. 

4th. That some months afterwards a divorce was obtained. 

5th. That the marriage ceremony} was subsequently cele- 
_ brated a second time. 

Your Committee think that the divorce and second marriage 
do not in the least affect the main |question, and therefore 
leave them without remark. - | 

With regard to the main subject £ which your advice is 
invokes, your Committee think that the statutes’ of the State 
and the law of God are too plain and unequivocal to admit of 
any difficulty in arriving at a corredt decision, and would at 
once submit a brief and unqualified shswer were it not that 
two considerations induce us to offer|a more extended reply. 
The first 1s that the honor of religion) seems to demand that 
such gross immorality should not be passed off with only a 
few words ; and secondly, it 1s thouglt the action of this As- 
sociation should be such as to furnish a precedent and exam- 
ple for future use, we therefore recommend the adoption of 
the following categorical answer : 

This Association believes that such a flagrant violation of 
the laws of God and man, requires th prompt and peremptory 
exclusion of the guilty parties from the fellowship of the 
’, Chureh, regardless of any acknowledgement or profession of 

. Fepentance; and that nothing less will be an adequate vindi- 
cation of the purity and honor of the| Church of rist; and 
further believe that any person being ja member of the church 
who. would knowingly promote or abet such a crime, should 
be subject to the censure of the chu h, and dealt with as the 
circumstances of the case, and the hanor of the cause; might 
appear to require. And finally, we s y that this Association 
cannot consistently maintain fellowship and ecclesiastical 
connection with any church that will sanction or tolerate such 
disorderly conduct in her members. | 


A. GOSS, Ch'n. 


The report was unanimously adop 1. 
To the query from Mount Moriah, Which is as follows: 
“ Would a church do right and act according to gospel 


order, to receive a 
who had previously 
state of unbelief” 
The Committee return the follo ring for an answer: 
“We believe that faith in the subject is essential to 
constitute'a valid baptism in the sight of God, and that 


person by experience and baptism, 
been received and baptized ina 
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7 
r is not christian baptism.” 
A, GOSS, Ch’n. 
This answer was also unanimously adopted. 
It was 3 
"Resolved, That Bro. Hempstead be compensated for 
pis missionary labors. 
Agreed to continue 
the current year. 
The Treasurer Was ins 
out the money belonging 'to the 


On motion it was 
Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the Septem- 


her meeting of this Association in 1864 recommending 
exclusion from the Church of deserters from the Confed- 
erate armies is no longer applicable or in force as a re- 
commendation of this body. 

The Treasurer was instructes 


Messengers. 
Some discussion was then had in reference: to the pol- 


icy to be adopted by the churches inreference to the 

instruction and christian welfare of our black brethren, 

which resulted in the adoption of the following resolu- 

tions: : 

Resolved, That a Committee of —— be appointed by 

- the chair: to take into consideration | the religious duty 
we owe and the relation which we occupy to our black 
brethren and thé black people in our midst generally, - | 
and that they be requested to report to'this body at its 
next meeting some plan, if it be possible, for their bet- 
ter advancement religiously. | 


Resolved, That we recognise it as our duty to encour 


age their education and religious instruction, and we 


recommend this course to our brethren everywhere. 
The following were appointed a committee under the 
foregoing resolutions : A. Goss, H. Hooker, Wm. For- 
tenberry and J. B. Chrisman. 
And, on motion, the chair was added to the list of said 
. Committee. 
' ‘Then after the usual service by singing and prayer the 
Association adjourned to meet again with SILVER CREEK 
Onvrcn, Lawrence couuty, Mississippi, on Saturday be- 


fore the second Sabbath in September next. 
».N ROBERTSON, Ch’n. 


the baptism of an unbelieve 


the present Missionary Board for 


tructed by resolution to loan 
widow’s fund af interest. 


1 to pay corresponding 


J. B. Cunisman, Clerk. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Amt pd S. W. Dale for prt Minutes}. 


Balance in Treasury 


Ree’d at last Asso. for Asso. purpdses $151 30 
balance from year preceding|...... 


60 75 


Ree’d last. yr for Missionary purpdses, $36 00 


“balance from yr preceding 





Cash to H. E. Hempstead, missionary, 
Amt belonging to widows’ fund 





42 15 


$72 50 


78 15 
78 15 


72 50.’ 
SIMEON ROSS, Treas. 


CHURCHE 


Antioch 
Antioch 
Betbany 
Rabata 
Bethel . 
Cedar Grove, 
Ebeneezer 
Fair River 
Friendship 
Graves’ Cree 
Hepzibah 
Harmony 


Mt. Moriah. 
Mt. Zion... . 
Mt. Hermon 
New Zion... 
Providence 
Pleassnt Hil 
Red Creek 
Silver Creek! 
Silver Creek 
Society Hill 
Shiloh*... 
Sand Hill. . 
State Line.. 


Smyrna... . 
Union..... 
Union Hall 





tion, for the ‘year 1867. 


Baptized. 
| Ree’d by 


. — = | Restored. — 


CHURCHES. © COUNTIES. DELEGATES’ NAMES. 


Letter. 


| Dead. 


Antioch Lawrence S. A. Townsend, Jas. Lambert . 

Antioch Marion . Josiah Holmes, John Applewhite. . ames a 
Betbany * Lawrence.. ..|\N. Robertson, A. J. Burchett, J. Mikell, and H. Hooker 
Kabah “ Simeon Ross, Wm. Walker.. ae 
Bethel ” T. R. Maxwell, L. C. Maxwell. 

Cedar Grove... Marion ......../H. T. Pittman, A. Goss 

Ebeneezer Covington ....../J. W. Cox, N than Barnes 


Fair River Lawrence .... |W. H. Bailey.. 


Fries ndship * J. B. Chrisman.... 
Gri ave 3° Creek Marion 2 Hoprareeaet 
Hepzibah .., Lawrence |A. W.f hepperd... 
Harmony Covington .....'H. E. Hempstead. . 
Juniper Grove... Hancock .......\J. O. Bilbo, E. P. stewart 
Magee’s Creek... Pike ... \Benj. Holmes, Willis Magee 

Mt. Moriah. Lawrence ... T. J. Martin, Benj. Delaughter 

Mt. Zion... Pike ... 8.0 Simmons, SN. Simmons. ..).] 50.6. yee ove 

Mt. Hermon... W ash. Par. La. H. H. Fortenberry, E: M. Shillings 

New Zion W. J. Fortenberry, Chas. B. Davis 

Providence J. B. Lewis, Hugh Hathorn 

Pleassnt Hill... Lawrence Jas. Price .... 

Red Creek ..... Harrison \Z. Draghitrill . seb e tenes gietls 
Silver Creek ... Pi 'B. A. Crawford, Jno. Simmons, and KF. M. Quin. /......) 
Silver Creek a. \M. M. Fortenberry . 
Society Hill. . an Wm. Fortenberry, W. J. Fortenberry 

> meg oe \A. A. Jolinson, C. C. Barrett. . 

No delegate\. 
| J. \E. Pouns, W, H. Ard 

Salem ......:.. Ww m. Stephenson 
Smyrna. iJ. H. Thomas, Harison Brumfield, . 

Union... ..»,, C. F. Crawford, Hosea Davis 

Union Hall. ; Alex. Davis.. : 

Crooked Creek. 8. B. Culpeper, G. H. Tuneage 


— 


* This church paid in $2 25 for Mission Fund. 


| Dismissed? 
_| Fxeluded 
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y MINUTES. 
OF THE 
FORTY - EIGHTH ANNU AL SESSION) 


OF THE» 


earl Liver Baptist ents 


HELD WITH 
UNION CHURCH, 
PIKE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 


October 7th, 8th, and 9th, 1867. 
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“THE ¢ HRISTIAN ‘WATCHMAN IS A BAPTIST PAPER, BUT Is TAKEN 
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‘SPECIAL iL NOTICE ‘COLUMN LEADED, PER Ul 








READ BY Al. DENOMINATIONS THROUGHOUT THE Stage, 


THE 


i CHRISTIAN W ATCHMAN, 


THEO. WHITFIELD, Pub. and Editor, 4 


Is PUBLISHEDIAT 


JACKSON, MISSISSPPI 


-_-—- + 


FERMS: ; 
. 4 00 


One Year, ies .. % 

Six Months,...... Lhe eau . 250 

Club ot Five Copies. ad Aidenaeea ae . 17 50 

Club of Ten Copies,.......|....... ST eae 35 00 
3 00 


Club ot 20, or more—Eac . 





RATES OF ADV 


PP} 
NUMBER OF SQUARES. ll 
2 


Two 





Three. | 2.50) 8.00, 12,00 16,00 25, 35,00 | 
Four | 4,09/10.00! 15.00-20.00 30.00) 45,00 | 
Srp enartee column | 3,50/12.00/18,00 24.00 36,00) 54,00 
Half | 7.00] 44,00/36,00.48.00. 72.00/100 00 


|. Three quarte rs * .. 2. | /10, 0]36,00/54,00: 72,00) 108.00) 150,00 
Lop 18,00/72.00,96,00 144. 200,00 


20 CTS. “EACH INSERTION. 


One . bd 


eS 


Eight lines of ordinary manueeri constitute a square. 
No charge will be made for editori 


, ments unless specially contracted for, 


Obituary notices inserted at the 
Funeral and marriage notices in 


1 without charge 
Legal notices inserted at the usu 


proof of publication is made. 


All letters on business should be ad ressed, 


THEO. WHITFIELD, 
J SOE MISS. 


All Detove ; for BOOK, 


Should be addressed to 


. N. KIMBALL, 


JOB PRINTER, WATCHMAN device, FACKSOR, MIB, 
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MINUTES, 
OF THE 
ORTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION 


OF THE 


{RLRIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


HELD WITH 


SILVER CREEK CHURCH, 


AWRENCE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 


TH eftemlacr 72th, 78th, and (hth, 78bF. 


1869. 


SUMMIT TIMES, PRINT, 
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MINUTES | 
OF THE 


" FORTY-NINT#EL ANNUAL SESSION 


PEARLRIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


HELD WITH 


SILVER» CREEK CHURCH, 


LAWRENCE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 


S eptemler 12th, (8th, and 14th, 78bF. 


1869. 


SUMMIT TIMES, PRINT. 
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THE 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


” SATURDAY, Serremner 12, 1868. 


The Pearl River Baptist Ass 
ment, with Silver Greek Church 

‘The “Introductory Sermon w 
tinberry, from 2nd Timothy, 4 
the Word.” 

The Association was then éal 
by: Elder W. E. Sheppard; and 

Letiers from the Churches co 
ceived and read. 

The Association then 
Robertson as Moderator, H. Ha 
surer. 


orgat 


eo 
‘ 


ciation met pursuant to appoint 
Lawrence County, Miss. 

s . preached by Elder ‘W. J. ‘For- 
h Chapter, 3rd verse: “Preach 


ed to order. Prayer was offered 
usiness commenced. 
mposing the Association were re- 


ized by the Ain of Elder N. 
horn, Clerk, and H, Hooker, Trea- 


Visiting. brethren invited to eeats: 


Communications from Sister 
read, as follows: 


From Mississippi Assoc iation: 


son. 
From Stropg River: 
D. Middleton, aid package of 


Associations were received and 


Linutes. 





From Ebenezer, a letter by 
of minutes. 

On motion, the foregoing let 
gers invited to seats with this 

From Hobolochitta, East ern 
communication. 


A “i by Elders Wm. Toler and R, 


Ider W. E. Sheppard and package 


ers were received and the messen- 
ssociation. 
‘ovisiana or Union Associations,no 


The following brethren werejappointed acommittee on preach- 


hren S. Ross, J. M 


annon, Isaac Williams, N, Barnes, 


n motion. the Chair was added to the Committee. 


was Resolved, 
[\ t e Chair, whose du 
| the Introductory 
|, whereupon the Chale appointed| 
y00ker. 
>. 





That a committee of three be 4p- 
y itshall be to select a Minister 
fermon at the next Association; 
J, B. Chrisman, Wm. Slay and H. 





z letter by Elder T. J. Hut- 
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ATION. 


‘ ‘ 
12, 1868. 

nt to appoint 
Miss. 

er ‘W. J. ‘For- 
erse : “Preach 


x was offered 
l. 
ation were re- 


n of Elder N. 
Hooker, Trea- 


-received and 


r T. J. Hut- 


Toler and R, 
rd and package 
nd the messen- 
A ssociations,no 


tee on preach- 
ms, N, Barnes, 
the Committee. 
»f three be ap- 
ct a Minister 
<t Association ; 


1. Slay and H. 


prethren were named as Auditing Committee: 


The following 
Simeon Ross aad Nathav Barnes. 


inis | Association continpe its correspond- 
ance thereof the fol- « 


d brethren Ie vequested Lo write letters and go as 


It was agreed that 
enc2 with pister Associatiqgns, and-in purse 
jowing name 
messengers to the several 

Brother E. Duglass wr 
J.B. Lewis, B, A’ Crawfoip, 


sengers. j 
Brother E. Doglass wries toSuong I 
Wm. Slay aad E. Duglass' Messenosers. : 

Brother J. E. Pouas wiites 10 Hobolochiiwo Association, and 
w. J. Forilaberry and Joba Simmons Messengers. 

srother J. B, Lewis writes to Union Assot¢iaiion, aad W. H.. 
Daley and John Applewhiie Messengers. ' 

Brother M. M. Fortinbervy wri.es to 
ciation, and-B. A. Crawiord, J. E. Pouns, E, ¥ 
H, Ard Messengers, ’ 

Brother J. Mikell writes to Ebenezer Association, avd J. A. 
Boviwell. A. Goss aod J. E. Pouns Messen2ers. 

The Association proceeded ty the selection of a place for the 
next meeting of the assoviation, when the inviiacion of the breth- 


ren of Antioch Church, Marion county, was accepied, and the 


association agreed to 

The. Committee oa Pieaching repor 

The Sabbath Service: Brother Hue 
and prayer, Brother Newman to preacu ia) ibe joreroon—aitet 
which there will be 30 minuies jniermissioa—b other Goss to 
preach in the afternooa and Brotef Povas| to close as he sees 
proper. me 

Prayer was then offered by Liovher Ww. Tolei, end the asso- 
ciation adjourned to meet agaia oa Monday fat 16 o'clock. 


s9ciaiio3s. 
es to the Mississipp! Association and 
W. H. Baley and N. Robertson, Mes- 


tiver Association, and 


Eastern Louisiana Assd- 
J, Shilliag and W. 


hold its next meetiag at said Church. 
ied as |follows:— 
tson to opea with singing 


i 


SABBATT EXERCISES. 





SUNDAY, Serremser 13, 1868. 


e Sabbath was unusually large and quite 
atientive. Services were he'd, ia pursuance of report of commit- 
tee on Saturday, except that prayer was offered by Brother Hemp- 
stead instead of Brother Hudson. May the word preached on 
that day be as “bread cast upon the waters.” 


The congregation on th 
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MONDAY, Szpr. 14, 1868—9 o'clock, A. M. 

The association met pursuant 0 adjournment, when prayer was 
offered by Brother Pouns, and the association ‘proceeded to busi. 
ness, hs 
The letters to corresponding associations wero read and ap. 
proved. , 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the wel. 
fare of the black brethren of this associafion. presented the follow. 
ing report, which was adopted: «| * 

We, your committee appointed by last association to take into 
consideration the religious welfare of our black brethren and the 
black people in our midst generally, would. recommend to the 
ehurches to give them all the rel gious instruction they can—al. 
lowing them to remain where they are. 

A. Goss, Cliairman. 

The Auditing Committee reported the reception of $123,30 for 
associational purposes ; also that hey had examined the Treasu. 
rer’s report and found it correct eleoele sustained by vouchers. 

The Treasurer's report was read and approved and adopted. 

The committee on introductory Sermon reported that they had 
chosen Brother A. Goss to sina the next Introductory Sermon 
to this association and N, Roberton his alternate. Said report 
was adopted, 

The Clerk, on motion, was requested to superintend the printing 
and distribution of the Minutes. and was allowed $25 for his servics 
therefor. | 

Agreed to continue the present Missionary Board for the ensu- 
ing year, ‘ 

On motion, it was agreed . that a committee be appointed to 
draft Rules of Order, &c,. to report at the next meeting of this 
association ; whereupon the folloy ing named brethren were ap 
pointed: N. Robertson, A. Goss, H. Hooker, J. Mikell and H. 
Hathorn., ‘ 

On motion, the following resolutions were adopted, as regards 
the widow’s fund: 

Resolved, That this association has no moral right to‘nse the 
pricipa! of the widows’ fund, but the interest only, and there ex- 
isting now a pressing need of the use of the moneys therein, that 
the association willapply the principal to. the present necessities, 
holding herself respousible both in a moral and pecuniary re- 
spect for the moneys aforesaid. _| 

And be it farther Resolved, That a committee of six be appoint- 
ed to see the widows in this a, That a and know their wants, and 
distribute said moneys according to| their several necessities and 
report lo the next session of this a ciation, and the Treasurer 
be instructed to pay over the make f the Widows’ Fund to said 


~ 
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| 
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mittee whereupon the following brethren were appointed as 
committee: A. Goss, J. W. Burket, J. B. Lewis, T. Martin, 


$9 }. Pouts. 
Holmes and J. E. ous. 
he business being finished the Minutes were tead and ap- 
oved. ; . ms 
Then after the usual service by singing and prayer the associa- 
nadjourned to meet again with Antioch Church, |Marion coun- 
Mississippi, on Saturday before the second Lord's day ia Sep- 
= : 

iber, A. D. 1869. ; : 

N. ROBERTSON, Moderator. 


Hl. Harnony, Clerk. 


Treasurer’s Roepert, 


*' 


HOOKER, TREASURER, 
In Account with Pearl River Association. 


ASSOCIATIONAL FUND 


Dr. 

) amount rec’d of S. Ross, Former Treasurer, 
“ at the Asssociatiion of 1867, 

“ * of Widows’ Fund from former Treas’r, 

of Mis’y Fund at the Association of /67, 


00 
y amount for Printing | minutes.............-4---] 635] 00 
Clerk’s .#ees vee 00 
W. H. Baley, Messenger ---| 7) 60 
H. E. Hempstead, ‘ 9 | 00 
J. B, Lewis “ . --+| 7150 
C. F. Crawtord ¢ , ---| 10] 50 
B. A. Crawford 5 . 10 | 50 
W. J. Fortinberry, + 7 | 50 
J. A. Boutwell, + bdlelecdrewasiateaseee eapeesl. Le 1 Bo 
Remaining in Treasury. ; 
obalance in Treas’y Associational Purposes 126 | 05 
Missionary ‘Fund, 2 | 25 
Amount belonging to: Widows’ Fund 72 | 50 
H. HOOKER, Treasurer. ——— — 
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MINUTEIS 
OF THI 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


Sarurpay, Septemther 11, 1869 


Che Pearl River Baptist Association met pursuint to appointment, with Antiobh 
Church, Marion county, Mississippi. 


The introductory sermon was preached by Elder A. Go 
if Matthew, ‘and upon this rock I 


$ from the sixteenth 


chapt rand’a part of the eighteenth verse of 
will build my church; and the gates of hel&shall not prevail against it.” 
The Association was then called. to order; prayer was offered by Elder J. E 
Pauns, and husiness commenced. , : 
Letters from the|churches composing the Assodiation were received and read by / 
J. E. Pauns and M,, M. Fortinberry I 
Elders-E, Douglas and H. L. Jinkings were seht to conduct tho services at the | 
stand during the afternoon. ; : 
Brothers N. Bares and T. K. Maxwell were ajjpointed.on finance. ) 
The Association then organized by the electiqn of brothers N. Robertson as | 
Moderator, H. Hathorn Clerk, and H. Hooker Trpasurer. i 
Brothers Tyler Holmes, Mikell Barnes and Slity were appointed a committ¢e | 
on preaching. | 
The rules of deqorum were then read by the (Moderator, after which visiting H 
brethren were invited to seats in the Association, i 
The church at Union, Lawrence county, Missigsippi, presented a petition for | 
admission into this Association which petition b¢ing considered, was on motion ss ees 


received and agreed to, and the right hand of fellgwship extended to the delegates 

by the Moderator. ; i 
Communications from sister associations were réceived and read, viz: 
From Hobolochitta Association, a letter by W. H. Adams, and package of 


, oe 


minutes. 
From Mississippi, a letter by L. Reeves, W. F. 
age of minutes. 
From Strong river, a letter by G. W. Norwood, pnd package of-minutes. 
From Ebenezer, a letter by R. H. Martin, and package of minutes. 
From Eastern ‘Lonisigna, a letter by H. L, Jinkings, and package of minutes. 
From Union, a letter by J. Newman. 
On motion the foregoing’ letters were ,received, and the. mes 


Cain and S. Bulloch, and pack- 


engers invited to 
i 


cats With this Association. i 
. Brothers N. Barnes and T. K. Maxwell were nathed as auditing committee. 
It was agreed that this Association continue fits correspondence with sister 
agsociations, and in pursuance thereof the following named brethren were r¢- 
quested to write letters and go as messengers to the several associations. 
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The committee on |preaching reported that the y, had appointed Elder J. L. 
Chandler to preach in the forenoon, and Elder C. BP. Crawford in the afternoon. 

On petition a letter of dismission was granted to Juniper Grove Church. 

On motion the rule was susp. nded, and the report of committee on ministers’ 
meeting read, received and ad pte 1. See appendix A. ' a ‘ 
On motion, Elder N. Robertson will preach the introductory sermon at the 

next meeting of this body, and Elder J. E. Pauns hik alt. rnate. 

The clerk, on motion, was requested to superinite nd the printing and dis- 
tribution of the minutes, and was allowed thirty-five dollars for his services 
therefor. . , ; 

The auditing committee reported the receipt of jone hundred ‘and forty-six 
dollars and seventy-five cents for associational purppses, also that they had ex- 
amined the freasurer’§ report and found it correct, and amply sustained by 
veuchers, 

Report of treasurer read, received and a lopted. Spe appendix B. 

Neport of committed to distribute widows” fund tead, received and adopted. 
See ‘appe ndix C, ; 

S 


] order, read, received and adopted. dee 


Report of committee |to revise rules of 
appendix D, : ‘ 
‘ \ 
l J. |E. Pauns, brethren J. Simmons and H. Davis were ap- | 

} 


On motion, Elder J. 
pointed a committee td prepare obituaries of our deceased brethren Elders J. 
Crawford and William Fortinberry, and report at the hext meeting of this Asso- 
muon, 

The business being fihished the minutes were read and ¢ pproved. 

Phen after short addrésses by Elders Goss and Robertson, and prayer by Elder 
Reeves, the Association adjourned to meet again with Hepsdbah Church, Law- 
rence county, Mississippi, on Saturday before the second Lord’s day in September, 


1870, 
N. BOKERTSON, Moderator. 


I, Hatnory, Clerk) 
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APPENDIX. 
A. 


We, your committee, beg leav: to rep irt 

The Pearl River Baptist Association to her sist 
tian love. 

Dear Bretinen: We, your brethren in Christ, vic wing the 
the church of Christ in gener il through fat 


T associations, sends her chris. 


present aspect of 


our part of the country, and we might 
say throughout the Christian world so fdr as we are 


» able to obtain information, 
feel sensibly impressed with the importahce of the 


subject, and cannot but enter. 
tain a serious concern for the. future wv 4] being and prosperity of the kingdom 
of Christ. 


ice at the} lite 
power as experienced in a number of ghyrehes and neighborhoods In various 
parts of the land; as also for that peace ahd ,brotl 
prevail generally within the whok 


We may well rej 


manifestations of God's gracious 


1erly harmony which appears t¢ 


h ; 
bounds of our corr sponding associations as 


well as within. our own. But while ¢} re is much which demands our gratitude, 


on the other hand some thir 74 Which we cannot 
And | 


The toleration of sin in individual me mbers, by some churches, is a bad 


there are ntemplate withogt 
serious fears and sincere sorrow 

First. 
indication, Members of th 


cbhturce! 


h in some instances are known to live in th 
nsidfred as heinous and disgraceful even by 
We earne stly exhort the churches 
these unworthy characters, that th: y may Bhim 
Secondly. 


habitual practice of sins which ar 


men of the world. to‘purge themselves from 
as lights in a dark plact. 


There is a fglse sentiment ¢ nt rtamed by a few in almost eve ry quar- 


ter, and which is 
Baptist, in the Norther 


openly 





avowed and pratticed by churches be aring the name of 
ortion of these United States, and perhaps prevails still 
more in Europe, which abolishes th list{netion between the Church and world 
We allude to the practice of extending the privileges of the Lord's table to un- 
qualified participants. This ‘error is the offspring of mere human sympathy, 


and an attempt to conciliate the enemies ; { truth at the ¢ xpense ‘of the authority 
of Christ. Wherever it is adopted 


self-destroying policy. 





and persisted in, it will inevitably prove 4 
We would earn: stl} invoke our ministers and churches 


to steadfastly resist the first approaches of this ban ful compromise, between the 


truth of Christ and the insidious enemi 4 df his kingdom. 

Thirdly. Of the same nature and arising from the same source, ang having 
similar tendencies, is the recognition of fhe ordinanée of baptism, when per- 
formed not in. accordance with th. laws of the kingdom of Christ. Such admin- 
istrations are unscriptural, and therefor pan and should never receive th 
sanction of that Church which is th. pillar and ground of the truth. 

Fourthly.—But there is stil] anotl 
perhaps than those just referred to 
the Church. 
by some of our preachers, 


ier depjorable evil among us, more prevalent 
» and tar more injurious to the best interest of 
t to false @octrines, which are held and taught 
This is a { ed. af death, bearing more than twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielding her fruits ¢very Sabbath day, or oftener. That 
there are false doctrines taught and maintajned among us, needs no other proof 
than the well known fact that, even r specting the fundamental doctrines of the 


Bible, we have ministers preaching dk ctrines so adverse to each other that they 
amount to plain contradictions. | 


We spe ak in respe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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especially all ov 
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There must, therefore, be error somewhere. And it is a matter of the highest 
importance that these errors should be ascertained and corrected, and that we all, 
especially all our ministers, be united in the trath of God. In these remarks, 
upon this painful subject, we haye no disposition to impeach the motives, candor 
or piety of any of our ministering brethren. We believe that all are sincere and 
actuated by the purest considerations. We believe that all sincerely desire to 
know and preach nothing but the truth as it is in Jesus. 

Neither do we on this occasion assume to decide what is truth and what is 
error. For, perhaps, if we could all come to rightly, understand each other's 
views, it might be found that we all hold the same doctrine. But we must be 
permitted to grieve for the divisions and discordant teaching that we are fully 
assured obtaing in our cOmmon Zion. We cannot now dwell on the lamentable 
consequences which must ensue if this state of things should continue and in- 
crease, a8 there is reason to fear it will. But by all that jis precious to every lover 
of Christ, we would inquire if there is no remedy? -Must the church of Christ 
which he has purchase with his own_blood, be a theatre of dissension and dis- 
cord, when we have an infallible stantard of truth and purity, which all acknowl- 
‘edge ag the only test and guide of our faith and practice? Is it not desirable 
above all expression, that the ministers of Christ should all be of the same mind, 
and of the same judgment, and all speak the same thing. We all have one God, 
one Mediator, ong Spirit, and one Revelation; and, therefore, the children of God 
should all be one-—one in Christ and one with each other. And as this unity is 
the prayer of Christ and the will of the Father, so it’should be the fervent prayer 
and the constant endeavor of all who hope to reign with Christ in glory. Should 
we not, dear brethren, make a united effort for the attainment of an object ‘so de- 
sirable? By some intelligent brethren, it is thought mudp good might possibly 
be accomplished if the ministers were to meet in consulfation, and have a free 
interchange of their views, and the grounds upon which they found their re- 


‘spective opinions; that they might perhaps all come to a oneness, and see eye to 


eye. And we not being able to suggest a more practicable plan, nor one which 
would contain more promise of probable success, would most respectfully pro- 
pose that such 8 meeting be held at some convenient time and place, and we in 
the love of the truth invite your co-operation, and request your assistance. 

Our ministers are willing to meet with yours, nof for the purpose of strife and 
debate, not to engage in abstruse speculation on unrevealed mysteries, not to 
contend for victory in controversy, but that all may strive together for the faith 
of thie Gospel, and that ge may maintain and promote the interest, the prosperity 
and the truth of the kingdom of our Redeemer. We desire that all should meet 
in the spirit of love and humility and Christian charity, more desirong to receive 
instruction than to denounice the errors of their brethren. 

But the limits of this address will not permit us further to enlarge upon this 
topic, and we therefore submit the whole subject to your Christian candor and 
impartial advisement. 

In conclusion, we say that we extend this invitation to all the ministers of our 
churches far and near, and hope they will attend free from any enthrallments 
that might prevent their remaining in consultation as long as the cause of God 
may claim their labors. We propose that we meet on Thursday before the fifth 
Lord's day in October next, and at Damascus Church, within the bounds of the 


Union Association, A, GOSS, Chai 
‘ BS, ALTIMA, 
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1 i ho oshort of it. stall itis no breach of rules 
M \ lin irelul never to let their deliberation 
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PEARL RIVER BAPTIST » ASSOCIATION 


SATURDAY September 10, 1870. 


The Pearl River Baptist Association met pursuant 
mtnt, with Hepsebah Cliureh, Lawrence 
County, Mississippi. 
The Introduetory Sermon was preached by Elder N. 
Robertson, from the XXIII Chapter of Jeremiah. 
After a short intermission, the Association was called 
to order by singing a hymn of praisé.| Prayer by J.L. 
Chandler, 
Che former Clerk being absent, A. Goss was called 
by the Association to act as Clerk, pro, tem., and busi- 
s commenced, “ 
Elders. J. E. Pouns and C. F. Crawford were ap- 
winted to condnet the services at the stand. 
Brothers James Mikell and A. S. Harper were ap- 
ointed on tinance, to assist the Treasurer in receiving 
Vie contribytions, 
brethren M. M. Fortinberry and M. Tyler were’ ap- 
pointed reading Clerks, by whom the! letters from the 


churches were read. 
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The names of the delegates we " enrelled 
ties recorde d. ¢ 
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licers, ° | 

‘Brethren A. A. Shepherd and Wai. Hat! 
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Robertson Moderat 
Treasurer, 
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or; A, Gross, Ch rk; H looker, 
ae 
Petitionary letters called for; Phe Chureh Sarom, 
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“After the readin: 
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From Mississippi, 9 letter by Eld¢r Z, 
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From Strong 
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From Ebenez: r, a letter and backage of mitiutes. 


From Union & letter by Elder Jamds Ni wman, 

Brethren Jeune + Mikell a A. 
pointed Auditing ( omniittée. 

Brethren M. Tyler, J. § 
Davis and N, Barnes 
Preaching, 

Visitin, & Bapti 
Association 


S.| Harper were ap 


iinmons, AJ A. Sha pherd, }] 


Were appointed lin Committee on 


ere invited to seats iu the 


| 
ich arran ( follows} 


Brother A. G. Ls Vtt, write to the Hobolochitta: El 
ders J. E. 


Pouns and C.F, Crawford, Messe ngers. 
Brothe: M.-M write) to the Strong 


Cc OTN spond 


Fortinber: 


| 
| 
| 





and Statis. 
on of of- 


10rN acting * 
1 the lection of Elda r NX, 


River; Elden 
Messengers. 
Brother Mi 
Cooper and A, 
Brother A. ¢ 
lass, Messenge! 
Brother Jolu 
Elders E. Dug! 
Brother J. E. 
Elders C. F. 
The Associa 
place for the nb 
reeulged in the 
ty, Mississippi. 
“The Committ 
Lord's Day s¢ 
morning and Z 
and J..L. Chan 
A es niitee 
ford, . ». Pohin 
A committee 
tion the spiritu: 
what js the Lies 
most good. ‘J. 
tinberry and JA. 
Prayer by 


journed to mget 


The Associati 
prayer was off 


Hess COMAMENdEd 
| 


} 








and statis. River; Elder A. Goss and Brother M, M. Fortinberry, 






Messengers. 2 s 
Brother Mi-Tyler, write to the Ebenezer. W.N. 
Cooper and A. 8S. Harper, Messengers. 
Brother A. Goss, write to.the Union; Elder E, Dug 





ClLiOn of of. 










Orn acting * 


r Elder ¥. 





lass, Messenger. th, ’ i 






Hooker, Brother John’ Applewhite, write to) the Mississippi; 7 ‘i ; | 
Elders E. Duglass and W. H. Baley Messengers. ga 






Brother J. EK. Pouns write to the Eastern Louisiana; 
Elders C. F. Crawford and J. E. Pouns, Messengers, 
The Association proceeded to .the selection of a 





ch Sarom, 


tition for 







it ‘being place for the next meeting of the Association which 
,Delng 
t hand of 


oderator, 





resulfed in the choice of New Zion-Chureh, Pike coun 







ty, Mississippi. 
The Committee on Preaching made their report for 







Lord's Day service. Elder James Newman in the 





clations, 





morning and Z, Reeves in the after part of the day, 







and J. L. Chandler to close the services. 





A committee on queries was appointed ; C. F. Craw 


ford, J. E. Polins, W. J. Fortinberty and A, Goss, 


ves, and 






















nd pack A committee was appointed to take into considera- 

tion the spiritual condition of our colored brethren and 
utes, What js the Lest plan of operation to | accomplish tlie 
n. most good, J. E. Pouns, C. F. Crawford, W. J. For- 
vere ap tinberry and |A. Goss. 

Prayer by J. E. Pouns, and the Association ad 
erd, HH, journed to méet again on Monday, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
ittee o1 
3 1u the 
Monpbay, September 12, 1870. 

tu: El The Associdtion met pursuant to adjournment, wher 
ngers. prayer was offered by Elder O. L. Johnston, and busi- 
Strong NC8s commend¢ed., 
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Leave of absence was Sranted |to Brother E, 


Duglas 
and others. | 
The Committee on Preaching reported the 
mentof Elder J. L. Chandler, t4 
On motion, Brother J. M.‘Joh 


Chureh, wasreceiy ed 


td preach at the stand. 
ngton, from Fajr River 
as delegate ‘ 

with us without a letter, ae 

On motion, letters of tismission) Were granted to th 
churghes which called for them; Union Chureh, Mount 
Moriah, Smyrna, Silver Creek, Rel Greek, Mount Zion 
and Mount Hermon. 

The committee appoihted on aijeries reported, and 
after some discussion, the report Fas rejected by the 
Association, i 

The result of the 
answer : 

QuERY.—In ‘the Constitution ofa Church, is it ne- 
cessary that there be presenta Pre; 
and, if so, how many should be 

ANSWeR.—A church constituted upon a. sound ab. 


stract of faith, and cor rect rule of order is legal, though 


5 
it be done with or without a Presbytery of Ministers, 


The report of the committee appointed to take into 
consideration. the spiritual conditi 


brethren, was laid on the table. 

The committee that was appointed on last session to 
Prepare obituaries, reported. {See appendix A, 

The Financial Committee reported! [See appendix B, 

On motion, Elder J. E. Pouns was delected to preach 
the next introductory Sermon, and Elder J. L. Chan- 
dler, his alternate. . 

The Corresponding letters were read and approved. 

The ¢lerk, on motion, was appointed to superintend 
the priuting and distribution of the 1 inutes, and was 
allowed thirty-five dollars for his se: 1 


fd admitted to it Seat 


discussion led to the following 


»ytery of Ministers: 
required ? 


on of ow colored 


iz 





“ppoint. 


| 


: | 
The followit 
Wuereas, ' 
receiving the | 
therefore, We i 
Resolved, | Tl 


baptism frojn 1 
tists, as valjd | 





And for ajco 
publication, 
On motion, { 
sisting of Aj G 
Shepherd, N. § 
On motion, A 
C. F. Crawford 
plewhite and I 
us in the Bapt 
Springs, in pu 
The business 
and approvell. 
A hymn Was 
Association {dj 
Pike county, 


econd Lord's 





, | 
E. Duglas The following was presented by A. Goss: 

Wuereak, There has been much said in regard to ~ 
he appoint. receiving the baptism of Campbellites in our churches, 
the Stand therefore, tle it 
Fair Rive Re solved, | That the Association will not receive such 
ed to a seat baptism froja the hands of Campbellites or Pedo-Bap- 

tists, as valjd Gospel baptism. 

ited to the And for ajcopy of it to be sent. to the Barris for 
ch, Mount publication, se 


jownt Zion On motion, a missionary board was Jppointed, con- 
sisting ot A} Goss, J. Mikell, M. M, P rtinberry, A. A. 
rted,’ and Shepherd, N. 8. Buckley, A. J. Burkétt and N. Barnes. 
bd by the On motion, A. Goss, M. M. Fortinberry, J. E. Pouns, 
C. F. Crawford, N. Robertson, J. L. Chandler, J. Ap- 
plewhite and I. M. Bankston were chesen to represent 
us in the Baptist State Convention, to meet at Crystal 
Springs, in pune next. 


following 


, is it ne- 
linisters 


The business being finished, the minutes were read 
nnd ab. and approvetl 
K though + A hymn Was sung—prayer by J. E. Pouns and the 


jisters. Association pdjourned to meet with New Zion Church, 
ake into Pike county, Mississippi, on Saturday before the 
' colored econd Lordls day in September, 1871, 
esion te N. ROBERTSON, Moderator. 
\. A. Goss} Clerk. 
ndix B, : 
preach : » 
. Chan- 

4 

4 
ved, 


intend 
d was 
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To the Pearl River Absor tation } 


BReTHREN—At the las 


undersigned were 


obituary notices of the death of ou 

and heloved fathers in Christ, 

rod William Fortinberry. 
And in discharge of that duty, y 


mit the follow ing 


short sketches 
enabled to compile out of the SC; 


our reach, > 


\ 


t mes ting of you lonly, the 


appointed a committee to prepare 


C 


r two most esteemed 
Elder s Jesse Crawford 


le “# Ieave to sub- 


hich we have been 


he material within 


J..E. Pouns, Chairman of Committee. ; 


| 





OBITUARY NOTICE. OF JESSE CRAW FORD, 


The subject whose hame 
ia, on the 


the State of Georg 


5 


appears above was bori in 
ith of Februagy, 1795, and 


was reared in that old Empire State so long. distin- 


guished for the number 


christians who haye gone out from |} 
ing along the pure principles of 
younger States that have been fro 
deemed from the Savage, and the wi 
patient and persistent efforts; and who have, by their 


piety, shone as landmarks ‘ in 


Sreat Southwest. 


bat few trom education, Brother Cray 
age felt himself called to labor in h 
yard; but had made ho open professio 
vious to his emigration from his nat 
then new and untroden lands of the 


Staté of Mississippi, whic 
theatre of his after labor 


_ He attached himself to the saptist 
toch, in Marion county, Mississippi,| atthe Novem: 


of pious minjsters and faithful 


x borders, catry- 
he Bible to the 
n time to. time re- 
dernesa, by their 


evely. quarter of the 
Without any aids 


rom fortune, and 


8 Master's ‘vine- 
1 of religion pre- 

State to the 
ulmost unknown 
‘li was destined to become the 
s.and usefulnpss, 


ince at an early 


Church, at “An 








| 


r Conference, in 
» same place, 
thren seeing W 
gs, soon disqove 
selt, that 3 hi 
was licensed a1 
ordon the 28th: 
Bringing to the 
da high wrong! 
his licentialy fo 


ll to sinners, far 
sus and his dyil 
ined him, was ¢ 
Idand Thigpen. 
bthe pastoral jcat 
ained till towprd 
e drew his sen 
md attached hime 
y; and 
pember and pajsto 
There have bee 


1 the Scriptures 
zeal for his Miast 
nd giving up the 
emight win soul: 
issionary, hie si 
savior out before : 
f sin and Satan, : 
wf the cross. And 
onstituted and t 
hose great prine 
lwelling’ in the | 
much loved. Hor 
this gallant soldier 
alysis, that whdlly 
ministerial labdr, : 
iron grasp tipo hi 
and the sacred 






body, the 
) prepare 
esteemed 
Crawford 


© to sub- 
ave been 


al within 


™* 
millee, , 


FORD. 


born in 
5, and 
distin- 
faithful 
» Carry- 
to the 
ime re- 
y their 
Vv their 
of the 
re; and 
n early 
vine- 
in pre- 
to thie 
chown 
ne the 


t An 
Vel 
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+ Conference, in 1824, and-was ordained a deacon at 
, same place, on the 16th of July, $2826. His 
4hren seeing within him the germ of future useful- 
«s soon discovered what had long been known to 
selt, that h¢ had received a call tothe ministry, and 
was Menaned and sent forth as a preacher of the 
ordon the 28th of March, 1828, _ : 
Bringing to the work of the ministry an active mind 
da high wromght zeal; he remained but a short time 
his licential{ for Providence had designed him for a 
ld of far wider usefulness; and, accordingly, on the 
th of Octobeg, 1828, he was regularly ordained and 
mmissioned b bear the standard of the cross, and to 
Il to sinners, far and wide, the wondrous story of 
ns and his dying love. ' The Presbytery that or- 
ined him, was composed of Brothers Martin, Brake- 
ld and Thigpkn. Brother Crawford was soon called 
bthe pastoral jeare of Antioch Chureh, where he re- 
ained till towhrds the latter part of the year 1843. 
e drew his letter from Antioch in December, 1835, 
nd attached himself to the Silver Creek Church, in 
ike county, and remained there an active, zealous 
pember and pastor during his long ministerial career. 
There have been few men in the South, who have de- 
oted themselves more entirely to the work of the 
rd than did Brother Crawford. Thoroughly versed 
1 the Scriptur¢s—possessing an iron constitution, with 
zeal for his Master’s cause bordering on enthusiasm, 
nd giving up the world and . all its aequirements that 
emight win souls for Christ. And traveling much as 
mjssionary, he spread the unsearchable riches of the 
savior out befoye all’ people, and many left the service 
if sin and Satan, and flocked to the bloody standard 
the cross. And under his teachings, churches were 
onstituted and their members indoctrinated with 
hose great principles of living truths that are yet 
welling in the hearts of  th® denomination he’ so 
much loved. Hor'several years previous to his death, 
this gallant soldier of the cross was’ smitten with par- 
alysis, that whdlly prevented any out door exertion or 
ministerial labdr, and poverty and distress laid their 
iron grasp tipo) him. But his mitd was unimpaired 
wd the saered truths with which it had Jong 
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arthly ho A 
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wheels of Zion might move en, in order that aged 


Association, in the death of aru The Pear! Rivaigwhom he labpred 
tinberry, men who had bot} TS'Crawford and Poof For many ong 
long years, h a t been her modérators faim man of God, dev 
mi, ler Will : Loh common natureii™ boring that sinne 

istrict, South Carolina, sometime drtecoaatl eee el 


and removed ot : in the year [zgMMto light : 
i = Mississippi man Y years ago. He w But bis long da 

od his last a miportance of- makingig October 27, 1367, 

with the Ne, ‘= uly choice; and wnif lock ar® no 1hBTe 

pouhty, Mississippi Oe tom Church in. Mario toil, of suff ting 4 
PI, On the 29¢) f March, 1823, Hill lic beyond mS rol 
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struck @r, his u right wilk &nw godly surrounded with 
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p27, and thp year following, his chureh being desirous 
f giving his abilities a Wider range, ordained him to 
he sacred work of the ministry, in Nov 

The old Presbytery that ordained him, consisted 
f brothers John T. Martin, Isaac Brakefield and Jesse 
rawford, apd he was called to the pastorage of New 
ion Charehi, in January, es and i 
bly that Charch until the"€nd of the year 1844, at 
hich time he withdrew, by letter, and attached him- 
If to Heps¢bah Chureh, in Lawrence county, in the 
ear 1845, af which place his membership Te get 
ix orseven Fears, when he again renfdved it td Socie- 
y Hill Chureh in the same county, arid remained a 
irm and consistent member thereof, until the time of 
iis death, and served it also in the capacity of pastor. 

It is not opr object to give a detail of all the servi- 
es of this gpod pastor and devoted christian. 

A simple, short, unpretentious notice, both of him 
pad Brother Crawford, is all that is expected from the 
ommittee. |Fame has not inscribed his name among 
he great ministers of the day and time, but his honest 
vorth, his upfailing integrity, his great zeal for the 
vork of his Master, and his untiring usefulness, all 

dl sacrificingfiave joined to endear him to the people and. the de- 

© that thgvomination among whom his lot was cast and for 

Pearl Rivegwhom he labpred. * 

d and For For many Jong laborious years this worthy and pious 

dérators fagmman of God, |\devoted himself to the good work of la- 

on nature boring that sinners might live. Many have, under the 
influence of his preaching been brought from darkness 


to light, | . ' 
But his loug day of labor at last is over. “He di Y 
Vctolier 27, 1507. His cares and toils for hisToved 
; and wn lock ar&no iB¥e, for he has gone from this world of 
in Marion toil, of suffering and sorrow, to those bright fields that 
1823, | Hie lie beyond th¢ roiling flood of the mystic Jordan, where 
nw goal d 


surrounded with smiling angels and happy seraphs, he 

» of NewMl awaits the coming of his loved ones aon, as one by 
he served ore the meee: death, cuts them down and garners 

5 them to the land of the departed. 

proclaim 500n must Wwe who are left behind, follow him to 
vorld, hei cross the cold) dark river, and ma we, like him, be 
of June, ‘ound prepared to meet the dreadful messenger with 
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. Hooker, | Treqsurer, ih Account with Pearl. River 
Association. 











| ASSOCIATIONAL Funp. Dr. 













‘oam’t received at Axsssociation, 1869, $146 75 

























o balance on hand, as per last report, 92 55 
$239 20 
mount of Missionary Fund eaeece cece cobs $2 25 
m’t ree'd from Silver Creek Lawrence Ca., 2 10 
mount receiyed from A. Goss ...... 2.22). 6 00 
—— $109 
'Casn Paiw Our, Cr. 
B.A. Crawforl, Messonger.............. $15 00 
. F. Craw ford, Jul) wae aS eveledae ook 10 50 
. H. Baley “ eo ecccccccccee | 15 00 
-Duglass | ee eRe oe oe oa e750 
.Deddrill | 2 oll) wieeade adenine 7 SO 
homas Price | TT. Pein eateiwe sewesie 7 50 
I. Hathorn, Qlerk...................... 35 00 
. T. Cooper, Printing Minutes..27....... 110 00 
» Goss, Messenger... 2.0.0... cece ce enee 6 00 






—_ #290 WW) 






0 bal, in Treps’y, associational purposes | 25 60 


————  $ 25 





‘ash to Il. E, Hempstead, Missionary... | 16 31 


’ — £16 31 






diulance due Treasurer... 2.2.0.0 05. bee oe S 6 06 4 







The Anditing Committee received ‘of the churehes 
ne hundred and thirty-five dollars for associational 
uirposes; alsa, that they have examined the Treasu- 


's account dnd find it correct and‘amply sustained 
W vouchers | 














A. 8. HARPER, 2)... 
JAMES MIKELL, ¢ ‘ommittee 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


———— 


SATURDAY, September 9, 1871, 


The Pearl River Baptist Association met, pursuant 
to appointment, with New Zion Chureh, Pike county, 
Mississippi. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder 
JE. Pouns trom the UI Chapter of Hebrews and last 
clause of the first verse, “Cunist Jesus.” 

After a short intermission the Association was called 
w order by the Moderator, N. Robertson, by singing a 
hymn of praise ; Lrayer by Elder A. Goss. 

Elder J. L. Chandler and B, M. Bankston were sent 
to preach at the stand, 

Brethren A. S. Harper and R. Powell were appointed 
ou finance to assist the Treasurer in receiving the con- 
tributions from the Churches and Financial Committee. 

Elders J.E. Pouns and James Newman were appoint- 


ed reading clerks, by whom the letters from tive 
‘Churches were read. ' 


The names of the delegates were enrolled and sta- 
rd 


tistics reeorded. 

The Association then proceeded to the election of 
uf officers. Brethren W. J.” Armstrong and Josiah 
Koon, acting tellers, which resulted in the re-election 
of XN, Robertson, Modérator, “A. Goss, Clerk, and H, 


Hooker, Treasurer. 
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( Brother Ministers Present wert invited to a seat With 
.\ a8; when Elder §, s, Relyea wy named and 
rother M. T. Martin, from the ) ississi ppi College, was 

also invited to a seat with us. 


Called for correspondence f, 


Sister Associations, 
when the following were presentad : 


From H itta Association, a letter and 
of minutes by ands of Eldprs W. H. Adams 
H..G. Stovall. 

From | 


echitto Association,ja letter and 
of minutes 


aud Jobn Simmons. 
A correspondence was received by the hand of E le 
8. 8. Relyea from the Missionary Board of ‘the Eastern 
Louisiana Baptist Association, and the Executive 
,| Board of the Mississippi River Baptist Association, and 


xerme, J. E. Powns, W, H. Bailey, N. Robertson and 
Correspondence arranged as follows : 
Brother James Newman to write to the Minsissppi 


Ritchey, Association ; uml James Newman and J, M. 


r d. E. Pouns to write to Ebenezer : and A,- 
Goss and B. M. Bankston, Messengers. © 


Brother A. 8. Harper te write to Hobolochitta As- 
sociation, W. J, Fortenberry, Messenger. 
Brother J, 1, ‘Chandler to 


Write to the Boguechitty 

Association ; and James Newman, W, H. Bailey and 

J. L. Chandler, Messengers, Be 
Brother M. 


-M. Portenberry to write to the Stroug ~ 
River Associati 45 aud Jocl Bullock and G. W, 
Farwer, Messcuzer: | 
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Association, and A. Goss, Moasenger. 
trother W. J. Armstrong to write to the Union As- 
ciation, Jas. Newman and J, W. Farmer, Measengers, 
Brethren W. J. Fortenberry, H. Hooker, 1. N. Ras- 
sell, G. W. Parmer and 8S. €, Dale were appointed 
preaching comiittee. 

Preaching committee reported for Lord's Day—W, 
ll. Adams to open service by praise and prayer, and 
N. Robertson and 8. 8, Relyea in the order of their 
names, and W. G. Stovall to close, 

On motion. adjourned to meet again on Monday, 
nine o'clock A.M. Prayer by Elder 8, 8, Relyea., 


> + 





Monpay, September 1 1, 1874, 


The Association met pursuant to adjonrnmeut, 
when a hymn of praise was sung, and prayer by Jas: 
Nelson. 

Brother J. Nelson, Messenger from the Baptist 

> Slate Convention, was invited to a seat with us. He 
is hier agent for Ministerial Education. 

Brethren J.B, Pouns, J. 1. Charidler and W. i. 
Bailey were appointed a committee on Ministerial 
Education. 


A letier and package of mivutes was received from 
“trong River Association. 

The corresponding letters were read and approved. 

The Association proceeded to the selection of a place 
lor the next meeting of the Association, which resulied 
in the choice of Society Hill Chureh, Lawrence county, 
Mississippi. 

Elder J, 1. 


Chandler is to preach the next intro- 
dnetory 


sermon, and James Newman his alternate, 


Ocroser, 14th. 
core, ah 
5 _ Som 


Brother J. Boon to write to the Rastern Loniziana 
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| annual meeting of this heady 


4. 


The clerk is appointed to superintend the 
and distribution of the minutes, and is allowed twenty. 
- tive dollars for his services, ‘ é 

Brethren J. B. Pouns, J, L. Chandler and J. M, Rit- 
chey were appointed a committee on Quries, ‘ 

Reports of the Treasurer and Financial Committee 
submitted, [See appendix A.) 


: ' " 
Report of committee «ppointed to report’ on the 


) communications, received throngh Brother Relyea,, 
( from the Missionary Boards of the Mississippi River 


und the Eastern Louisiana Associations asking our eo- 


operation with them in the great work of Missions 
Beg leave to report, That we would recommend the 


| Association to oppoint a delegation to meet with said 


convention to consult with them and report at our next 


J. Newman, Chairman, 
The place of tle mecting of the said convention ta 


| be at Summit, Mississippi, and time of meeting, Fri- 
) day. before the fifth Lord's Day in Oetober, 1871, 


And the: following brethren wore appointed by the 
Association to attend the Convention at Summit: A, 
Gow, J. E. Pouns, W. H. Bailey, J. Li. Chandler, X, 
Robertson, J, Newman, B. M. Bankston, W. Porten- 


~ berry, W. IL Ard and J. M. Ritehey. 


COMMITTEE ON MINISTETIAL RDU CATION. 


Your Committee on M inisterial Education. beg leave’ 
to repert, That the time has fully come, when Baptists 
owe it to their God, their devomination, their children 
amd the world to educate their ministers. False teach- 
ers, like the locusts of Egypt, are darkening our land. 
he advance guard of these devouring multitudes are. 
tel on by ripe, scholars, subtile logicians, men who 
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the with the utmost ease, read ‘the original Greek and | 
ved twenty. Hebrew, and with almost equal ease pervert its sacred 
t precepts and example, teaching for doctrine the eom- 
J. M. Rit. nandments of men. These false teachers must be met 
5 ; by seholars equally ripe, or truth must.snfler in the 
Committee hands of its friends. Therefore, be it \ . 
} 
Resolved, That the Pasters and Churches of the |} 
ort on the Pearl River Association be hereby requested earnestly | 
to.pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers 
me Reelyea, into His harvest and that we make diligent inqniry in 
sippi River our midst for the Lord’s called, 
NG OUR €e- Resolved, That if God should call from our midst 
Missions-. uzedueated men we urge upon them the necessity of 
nmeni the acquiring a good education and recommend Mississippi 
; with said College, our Baptist State Institution, located at 
i at Clinton, Mississippi asa snitable place for the attain- 
7 ment of this end, . a 
4 Resolved, That we heartil ¥ weleome to labor in our 
ae midst, as Providence may direct, our esteemed brother, 
vention ta Eller Jas. Nelson, corresponding secretary of the Min- , 








‘ting, Fri- 
“71. 

ed by the 
mit: A, 
idler, N, 
. Porten- 






istevial Educational Board of the Mississippi Baptist 
State Convention, and that we advise our young breth- 
ren who desire an education to correspond with him 
at Clinton, Mississippi, 


J. LE. Pours, Chairman Committee. 










Resolved, That Brother N. Robertson furnish the \ 
Aassociation at her next meeting with an essay an } 
Ministerial Support. 









. Whereas, We feel that is of the utmost importance [ 
that the financial embarrassment under which the 
>. Mississippi College is now resting be removed, that she 
may be placed under the control of the Baptist State 
* Convention. Therefore be it 
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m land Resolved, That this Association heartily advise and 
wee” Bh . approve of the efforts now being made by brother M. / 
niles are . T. Martiu in our Association for the collection of funds 
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That we recommend that our Churches give Rro. Martia: 

and his work a favorable consideration. And that we | 
recommend that each Minister of this Association he. 
come 4 voluntary agent to assist Brother Martin iy 


an 









his work. 


Resolved, That we regard ee College as 
of the most effectual means nader God in our ha 
. for the accomplishment — of good : 


mend that this Association aid in 
stitution. 


Resoleed, That the commitice on 
hereafter appoiit the Minister to prea 
tory sermon and his Alternate for the next association, 


Resolved, That this Association recommend Satur. 
day before the fifth Lord's day in October, 1371, to he / 
observed as aday of fasting and prayer by the members | 
and churches of this Association in order that we may 
more effectually beseech the Lord to grant tons 4 
revival j general ontponring of His 


of new gifts among our people 
a more abidin § manifestation of the Ho ¥ 


one. 


and that we recom 
building wp this j 


preaching shall - 
ch the introduc. 


Spirit. 


Resolved, That this Association has heard With sin- 
“ere Tegret of the death of our beloved brother, Zach- 
ariah Reeves, of the Missisappi Association, and wi 
| Sympathise most deeply with his afflicted brethren in 
Me sad: but not wonatural calamity that has befalle 
them. Yet we know that our loss is his immortal gain, 


Whereas, There seems to be a state of lethargy 
among the churches, therefore 


Resolved, That the Association request Brother 
James Newman to visit each Cliureh in the Association : 
; & sermon on the duty of Christians in sup- 
porting the canse. ie 
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" by some means. 
, Brother Z. Danghdrill was born in ( 


7 


himself for membership, be havin 


been excluded on 


the evidence of one witness against him and three in his 


fayor ? 
» 


2. When a charge is preferred against a member is 


he allowed his testimony on his trial and is it valued 
the same as on some other member's trial ¢ 

3, Has a chureh the right to prefer one member's 
testimony in preference to anotber, each member be- 


ingin good standing? = ; 
Axswer—We your committee 


beg leave to report, 


The first inquiry has been answered y the Association 
_ heretofore in our judgment as we believe that cach 


Chureh is her own sovereign, 


vd.. We believe that the evidence of every member 
in the church in standing is equal, 
‘dl. We believe the testimony of the accused is 


valid in such cases. 
2D QUERY. 


If a member draws his letter and holds that letter 
three or four years, and is reported to the Church for 


lying and other gross unchristian 


acta, and refuses to 


attend trial, but “goes off some thirty or forty miles, 
says he has put lis letter in another Charch, what 
should be dove with sueh a member ? 


ANswen. 
excluded, 


There ‘was a resolution sulopted 


We believe such 


[ Clerk. } 


member 


should be 
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by the. Assuciation \ 


vu-the death of Zachariah Dauighdrill, but it was lost 


treen county, ( 


Miss., in thé year 1820; joined the Baptist Church it 


Red Creek, Harrison county, ‘1852 
bership to Sand Hill, there he was 
And it being early discover that he 


; moved his mém- 
ordained & Deacon. , 


* call to the Ministry, he was. licensed to preach at 


Saud Hill Church, May 10, 1860, an 
the hands ot Wm. Fortenberry and 


d was set apart by 
Thomas Price. He 


labored faithfully ten years in the cause of his master. 


lle was called home February, 1570, 


eal, his brethren and wavy fries 
Ose, 
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TREASURER'S REPORT, 


H. Hovker, Treasurer, in Account With Pearl River 
lssoviation, 
ASSOCIATIONAL PUND. OR, 


Tv amount received at Association 1870, 3155 00 
To balance on hend, as per hist report, 23 
In uneurrent funds, . 








333 
— $lo? a 
CASH PALD OUT. ' Ok. 
©. Douglas:, Messenger .....0.... 5.00...” $ 18 09 
J. BE. Pouns, Te treme WO 
uP Crawford, “ Pe heewesdcccccccecc i? 00 
W. J. Fortenberry, Mossonger,. .....0.ese0. iw 
A. Goss, Messenger, ........... Gachatcnibens 6 0 
MOON CIM, oo siessss tedcags ceiccccc, Bo 
; P. T. Cooper, Printing Minutes,......,...__ 77 # 
We MeMAT ass chivssseiess corscnn dee 7 wo ; 
, a . $179 50, 
Ralance duc Treasurer, ‘Ribs 
Atmeormt ro vived from the Churches at this Aseociation 18; 1, WS 
We the Fiuancial and Auditing Committee certify: 
that we have examined the Treasurer's Report and find * 
it sustained by vallid vouchers. 
A. 8. Harprn, ?.,, $6t oe 
* R. Powers, ¢ Committee. 
September Uth. is7 1. 
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- 'TREASURER’S REPORT, 


HM. Hooker, Treasurer, in Account With Peart Birer 


al ssoviation, 


“* 
ASSOCIATIONATL FUND, OR. 
To amount received at As-ortation 1870, 3155 wo 
To balance on hand, as per lest report, 3 : 
in unecurrent furets, 3 « 


— 417,30 
CASH PALD OUT. CR, 

L. Douglas, Mestomger ... 0.0.55) 4,) $18 

J. EB. Pouns, TAs “Gaades tas bo ededeces 16 

c. PF, Crawitrd, neces: dcanse in 

W. J. Fortenberry, Messomgvt,. ....0cescs. iw 

A. Gow, Motenigny, ..:................, L.. 600 
| A. Goss, Clork, ....... OO t8OS nee a eddedcrene Dom 
i AF. T. Choper, Printing Minutes,......,...._ 77 00 


W. H. Bailey 
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~ ———— ~ 


- $179 
Balance duc Treasurer, ¢ 2 ib 
7 Amount coreived fy mm the Churches at this Assoviation D871, * wi 
— : 
1 °.% 


We the Financial and Auditing Comuiittee certify 
that we have examined the Treasurer's Report and find 
it sustained by vallid vouchers, 


A. 5. Harren,?,, ; a 
R. Power. ’ ¢ Committee. 
September (0h, barr. 
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MINUTES 


OF THE 


PIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 


i ; OF THE 


EAL RIVER BPRS ASIC, 


CONVENED aT 
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MINUTES, &c. 


SATURDAY, Sept. 7, 1872. 


The Pearl River Baptist Association met this day, pursuant to ad- 
journment, at Society Hill, Lawrence county, Mississippi. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Brother J. L. Chandler, 
from Mark I: 15. <‘ The timesis fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand, repent ye and believe the gospel.” 

After a short intermission, the delegates assembled in the house—a 
hymn was sung and prayer was offered by Brother J. E. Pouns. 

The Association was then called to order by Brother N. Robertson, 
the former Moderator. 7 

The letters from the Churches were read by Brothers J. E. Pouns 
aad W. J. Armstrong. 

Brothers N. Barnes and J. J. Thornhill were requested to assist the 
Treasurer in receiving the contributions from the Churches. 

Bisther N. Robertson was chosen Moderator—W. J. Armstrong, 
Clerk, and HH. Hooker, Treasurer. ‘ 

Visiting Ministers were invited to seats in the Association. 


The following: newly constituted Churches presented petitions by 


their respective delegates, for admission into this Association, viz :— 


Columbia, Marion county; New Hope, Marion county, and White 
Sand, Lawrence cou nty. : , x 

The Association being satisfied as to their faith and order, said 
churches were received as members of this Association. 

Bros. N. S. Buckley, Simeon Ross, W. H. Ard, N. Barnes, and-H. 
Hooker, were appointed a Committee on Preaching. 

An ingitation correspondence was received from Sister Associations 
as follows: From the Bogue Chitto, a Letter and package of Minutes 
by their Messengers, Bros. B. A. Crawford and W. J. Fortinberry. 

From the Hobolachitto, a Letter and Minutes, by Bros. Thomas 
Price and W. H. Varnadore. 
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From the Ebenezer, a package of Minutes by their Messengers, W. 


-) N. Co per and J. L. Warren. Their letter failed, 

' The Messengers were received and requested to take seats in the 
z ; Association. 

! Corre spondence with sister Associations was arranged 4s follows :— 
} 


Brother Pouns was appointed to write to the Eastern Louisiana: R: R, 


; Turnage and J. E. Pouns, Messengers, M. M. Fortinberry to write to 
f the Ebenezer: B.. N. Bankston and J. J Goas, Messengers, © J. J. 
; Thornhill to write to the Hobotachitto : W.N: Cooper and J, A. San- 
: difer, Messengers, J. L. Chandler to write 


to the Strong River: G. 
W. Farmer, Mess: nger. A. Goss to write to the Bogue Chitto: J. L, 
Chandler and J. E. Pouns, Mess nger 


Broth r Robs rtson 


s. s 


having having been yx juested yy this Associa. 
ron, at her last 


t me ssion, to address the body on the subject of Ministe. 
rial Support, the hour of 10 o'clock A. M. 


» on Monday next, was ap- 
pointed for that servi e. 





Agreed to hold the next session of this Asso. lation with the CUbureh 
at Little Bahala, on the usual time, 









The Committée on Preaching reported that they had 
M. Bankston to open the seryi 


B 
Price to preach in the 
th 






appointed Bro. 
“3 on to-morrow, and Bro. Thomas 
forenoon—Bro, B. 





A. Crawford to preach in 
Pouns to close. r 


Adjourned to meet on M 


Pray. r by Bro, Price. 


e afternoon, and Bro. 







onday at nine o'clock, A, M. 
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SUNDAY, 


The services of the day were 


we 


conducted ae 
» and were such 
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cording to the arrangemétit 
of the Committee 
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Se headieomte yun abd ~) 
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as to justify the hope that our labors 
Were not in yain. 
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. ciation. met pursuant to adjournment ‘ 
i Bro. W. H. Bailey led in prayer, 
By The minutes of Saturday read, 






The hour having arrived, Bro. Robertson 
n the subject of Minist 
The Committee 





addressed the Association 








eriz! Support. 


on Preaching nominated Bro. A. Goss to preach the 
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introduetory at our next session, and N. Robertson his alternate. The 
nomination was approved. Bro. F. M. Meax was appointed to preach 
at the stand this morning, and Bro. Turnage to-elose the services. 

Leave of absence was granted Bro. Bankston,: Bro. N. Robertson 
was ‘requested to superintend the publication of ous Minutes. Ordered 
he receive fifty dollurs for his sgrvices. 

‘Resolved, That the Address on Ministerial Support, delivered this 
morning, be published with our minutes. 

On petition, letters of dismission were granted to the Churches of 
Fair River, Union, Shiloh and Union Hall. Bro. E. Douglass is 
hereby authorized to write said Ictterg in the name of this Association. 


The Committee on Finance presented their report, which was receiv~ 


ed. Whereupon the Treasurer's report was read and accepted. 

The Association appointed a Missionary Board, consisting of -five 
members; three of which may constitute a quorum. The following 
brethren were appointed, viz: N. Robertson, H. Hooker, James Mi- 
ell, F. M. Polk and W. J. Armstrong. 

Resolved, That any ordaine(l Minister of this Association, being 
present at a meeting of the Board, shall be a member thereof. 

The Minutes were read and approved. 

The business of the Association was transacted with the utmost har 
uony and good feeling, and being completed the Association adjourned 
to meet with the Church at Little Bahala, Lincoln county, on Satur- 


day before the second Sunday in September, 1873. 


Bro. B. A. Crawford led in prayer. “, 


WN. ROBERTSON, Moderator. 
W. J. Armstrong, Clerk. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. : 
H. HOOKER, Treasurer: 
; In ancount with Pearl River Association: 
: DR, 
To amount received last Association,........00. $ 98 35 
j SNE CORIO binreieheasesmesdindencaitcieec ce 18 00 
Missionary BRNO i sirinrithewtarestiarspinta gia 1 25 
\ Per M..T. M; AIVAMy vt chetsnssievedssiosssesvenscrcinees,.,,.., 1 00 
Amount returned by E, 






18 00 


$136 60 














SF eM nesnrgitaceshcnnitsnbiteossbeinsrcctgtictacis. $22 15 
14 Paid F. T. 









Amount paid out, 
Balance in fund 


Sb8UGS dae ebbescveecece $97 15 
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AN ADDRESS 


Delivered before the Pearl River Baptist Association, by their Re- 
quest, September Sth, 1879: 
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that I have ever rendered to your body. It may appear strange to you, but 
che temptations to unfaithtulness have been almost irresistible. On the one 
hand, | have been pressed out of Ineasure, by the fear of offending my breth- 
ind the desire to Please therm; while op the other hand, the scepter ot 
my God has Deen stretched over ny heart. You expect me to be fatthfui, 
nd Lentreat you to be charitable, I must risk the consequences, and taith- 
ful: but to cut myselt off from the love and cordial fellowship of my breth- 
ren Would be more bitter than death. To be an offeast from the affections 
and confidence of the Lord’s children, would) make this world a dark wil- 
lorpess to me: and yet it would not beso bad as to dole out Iny days under 
the inflictions of a guilty conscidnee. . 7 

But it is time to approach the |task assigned to the present hour. From 
the beginning of the present céntury (and lL know not how long before) 
there has beeu a perpetual din about the churches neglecting their pastors. 
] speak of the fact--it isa notorbous fact, known by all, and} will not be de- 
nied by any. Whether the churches are culpable or not, wé all know it to 
be a fuet. that they stand accused before the wo: kd of this sin. That it is 
the duty of the churches to support Uie gospel, needs po‘ proof to an impar- 
tial reader ot the New Testament. But the bleeding grief is this: It the 
Chureh of Christ is in disg: ace, He isin disgrace. The reproaches of those 
that reproach the chureh, tall on Hoa. “Por the hurt of the daughter of my 
people, am Thurt”? If the Church of Christ is in dishonor, His name is dis- 
honored. Were it not for His sake | would not speak my thoughts in your 
ears to-day. For many years I have grieved ‘in silence for the shame that 
the cause of Christ and His Church suffers on this account. [am not speak- 
ing for my own sake, neither tor the sake of my brethren in the ministry; 
ut l am pleading the cause of bur blessed, Master. Were it not for His 
houor, 1 would let him speak who would be'willing to speak, but I would be 
silent. And now, brethren, if any of us have heretofore been remiss, and 
lave negleeted our duty, let us—-for the honor of our King, tor the honor of 
ifis hurch; and tor the peace and prosperity of our common Zion, let us 
‘ue upto'the full measure of pur duty, and no longer disgrace that holy 
vocation whereby we are called, 

Let us ‘not reiuse to meet facts which we cannot deny We all know that 
throughout our country the churehes are suffering reproach, They are ace 
‘used of being ungrateful to their preachers—-regardless of their wellfare, 
ind almost tovally indifferent aout the comfort and support of their fami- 
lies. So the echureh gets the behefit of the pastor’s labors, shecares nothing 
for him and his family... The churches stand charged before the tribunal ot 
public sentiment in the Yace of the world, with the most palpable injustice 
sud dishonesty, in that they secure the preacher's services, and then refuse 
to make compensation. What 4 scandalous imputation is this fora christian 
tolieunder? Every where, by triends and toes, they are branded with 
t f “covetousness is the sin 


ren 


‘velousness. Insomuch that.it) has been said, that 
of the chureh.” A more degrading imputation could hardly be applied to 
the very lowest order of wen in the community. The term always implies 
weanness. There is scarcely a worldly man in our country who would not 


.be offended at the accusation, ahd resent with indignation. And yet, in- 
gratitude, injustice and sordid) séTfishness are sins laid at the doors of our 
churches. Haw long, my brethren, shall the name of Christ bear this bur- 


den of dishonor? Is this the religion of Him who, though He was rich, be- 
came poor for our sake? Does, it not look more like the religion of Judas 
than the religion of: Jesus ?* 

But again: The Deacons are officers of the church, chosen on the ground 
of their possessiig special qualifications for the work assigned them. To 
them we commit the seeular interests of the church. As stewards, it is re- 
quired of them that they be found faithful. Their office and their position 
in the church devolve upon them a double responsibility. They are regarded 
by all as pillars upholding the honor of the chureh. If dishonor attaches to 
theta, in their official relation|to the church, it necessarily dishonors the 
church herself. And now, What are the facts in relation to the Deacons? 
They are constantly accused of negligence and inattention to their appro- 
priate duties. Itis said: “It the Deacons would be more faithful, more 
active and more diligent in the discharge of their duties, there would be less 





[8] 
: <i 4 
tI 


ground qf complaint. It is,in 4’ great measure, their fanlt that so little ie 
done.” Even their brethren sometimes accuse them of being ignorant of 
the duties of their office, and of making no effort to inform themsefves. And 
perhaps occasionally —thongh I think net ott n——suspeet them of 4ppropri- 
ating the funds of the chareh to their own use. Let me ask--is it no dis. 
honor to our bleased Lord to have such things said of His servants; even 
those who are accounted the best mong the good ? 

And further: What is sald of the churches ag cj 
ized bodies of christians? W hy, they are said to be Incompetent to the 
management of their own affairs. Now I say that the system of church 
polity tanyhitin the New Teat tment, is the 


turches—acting 48 organ- 





“tmplest’ form of xovernment 
eXists-upon the earth: and yet, itis said that they put mem bers into the 
Deacon; ship who are wholly unqualified for the duties of their station, and 
still retain ‘them in their places, when ‘their Incapacity has been made 
clearly manifest. The ehurceh connives. at the error and uses no means to 
remove the stigma. This is not all “neither is it the worst , 


Forever since my earliest reeollection, our « hurches have been reproached 


for sending out men into the ministry who Ppessess no qualifications for the 
work, and who dishonor the irealling. lLalhuide to this fact here, becanse, as 
Wwe shall see, it has an ine mate connection with the snbject before us If 
thi®charge against our ¢ burches iss} incerous, who is there among us who 
is not a partaker of the guilt? Uf the charge |s gronndless, and made by 
our enemies only, we might well be ir it as persecution for Christ's sake: but 
Cis mostly the brethren th if say these things, and the taet that it has been 
prevalent for m my Vears, shows too plainly that there is occasion. But 
Whether it rests on’ truth or falsehood, the church lies under the reproach, 
and the name of Christ be irs the scandal. 

There is Yet another aspect in: which it is necessary that we should con- 
“der this part of our subject. There is an onery 
they are stigmatized as heing covet 
tnordinare greed of filthy 


‘yainst the: preachers: 
us—preaching for money--laving an 
lucre—-seeking the things of this w grid, and per- 
petually complaining of the + eglect‘and parsimony of the churches. This 
is a grievous dishonor to the name of Christ. If the ministry is brought 
into disrepute the te mple of God ts polluted, and His dwelling place on earth 
beconies un object of contempt. Whether these allegations are true or false, 
th dishonor. I eannot dw ell on this 





the eatise Of Christ sustains unspeakable 
theme. 


In view of this deplorable state of things ‘in our Me loved Zion, IT ¢ imnot 
} 


tC grieve tor the shame ot ma peoples and it is this consideration whieh 
has impelled me to forego nv ow, choice and avempet the present duty, 
l like. in doing so, that | hazard iaterests that-Ave dearer to me than 
right hand; beet I throw myself at your tet. and if you kill me, 1 will 
‘Samartyr, and not asa suicicte F 
en the request was made at vour last session, | suppose it was expected 
t I would contine My remerks to the duty of churches to their ministers, 
C was with that’ und: rstanding that Lae: enter your Request ; bile when 
I came to ¢ Xamine the stubjec t, I found that eve) y department of the ehurch 
Was more or less affee ted with this evil disease. * It theretore seemed to bea 
hecessity, that I should ¢ ike a more extensive y iew of the subject ; for if we 
desire an effer tal remedy, the plaster «lye uld, if possible, cover the whole 
Sore. Ifa reformation is prac tieable, let every one lay hold with.both hands 
earnestly, and » our exertions till we have rectified our 
ause of our holy protession trom the stain of dis- 
how mars our peace, hinders prosperity and diminishes broth- 
I will offer some suggestions on the subject, and in the first place 
Stmvself to my brethran in the ministry. 

My dear brethren, I know how fo sympathise with you--I know your 
trials—I know you have to crouch down between two burdens, and it is far 
from my heart to acd a feather tothe ws ight. ot what you have to sustain 
day and night, What you feel, I feel: but no one knows, or can know our 
troubles but ourselves; and whats ver I may say that bas the appearance of 
censure or reproof. I take 4 full share of it to my self. Ido not claim to be 
betrer than the Meanest of you: no, for the Lord knows w hat an unworthy, 
unfaithful and disobedient servant Lhave alw ays been. And before I proceed, 
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[ask you to remember one thing+-it is this: In these remarks I utterly dis- 
claim any personal allusion to any ministerrpresent. 

in the first place, I want it engraved upon our hearts, that our primary’ 
obligation is. to God, -Whatever obligations we may be under to the 
churches, or to the brethren or others, they are all secondary and subor- 
dinate. Our first and paramount obligation is to God, for to Him we are 


accountable, ‘ - 

If this prevailing sin and these lond complaints. so detrimental to the 
peace and prosperity of our beloved Zion, and so injurious to the naine of 
Zion’s King, are in any respect, of in any degree attributable to the minis- 
ters themselves, let us, my dear brethren, hasten to rectify the errors that 
are among us, and if possible, remove all pretext for negligence on the part 
of our brethren. 

We may have ‘oceasion to say, the more we love them, the less are we 
loved. So Our Saviour might have said; and so Paul did say. Paul in his 
qpostleship is not an example for as; but his example aga preacher of the 
yospel is well worthy of our observance, and should be followed by us as far 
as circumstances will justify. 

There is a fandamental principle of moral justice; there is a lawdf human 
nature, Which operates in this matcer. If you employ a mechanie, and he 
does his work unfaithfully, and riot as he should do it, you are’ dissatisfied 
anp do not pay’ him cheerfully. If you send your grain to a mill and do 
not receive from the: miller that treatment to which you ary justly entitled, 
you withdraw your custom ; or if you employ a teacher fo¥ your children, 
ind find that his method of teaching 1s not good, or his rules of discipline 
are injurions or ineffectual, you may pay him according to contract, because 
you may be compelled todo it; but if it was optional with you, it is possible 
you might pay him as much as you thought to be ‘just, and no more. And 
in like manner, if a church engages the services of a minister, and his: 
preaching is not editying, if there is no instruction, if the members cannot 
learn anything, and get an increase of knowledge in the word of Goi, it 
should not be thought strange if they should feel, and even manifest some 
indifference about their obligation to him. Every minister should. there- 
lore, use his best endeavors to improve his know!edge in the word of God. 
Let him read and study, and if hé¢ cannot learn, it is certain that he eannot 
teach =A minister who cannot expound and defend the fundamental doc- 
trines of the gospel, may be useful ina chureh by exhortation and other- 
Wise. His devotional exercises my be profitable, but the principal work of 
t minister is to teach; to feed the fluck of God with “knowle Be and under- 
standing,” that they may “grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” We, then, should labor to be thoroughly furnished unto 
every good work. For if we can give but litle, we should expect to receive 
bur little. e 

if there is anything. in a minister that impairs the confidence that his 
congregation ought to have in him: If there is anything in his character 
is tian or a minister which forbids the community to respect him in his 
calling, he will-not be very useful or very acceptable,. nor will liis breth- 
ren contribute very liberally to his necessities. 

And again: During the whole period of my remembrance, there have been 
preachers among us accused of preaching false doctrines. Such preachers 
are not the servants of Christ. And if a preacher is conscious that he 
teaches doctrines at variance with the professed doctrines of our church, he 
is not entitled to any compensation for his labors, This may jhave induced 
hegleet on the part of the churches, and thus contributed to increase the 
evil complained of. If a preacher is aware that his instructions are ineon- 


sistent with the faith of the charches, he is vot an honest man if he con-. 


tinues inthe ministry. Should the churches reward him for defiling the 
temple of God? Of others it.has/been said that “ theig preaching is worth 
nothing. and if they. receive nothing, they get as much as they deserve. 

Now, here is a wrong on both sides; tor,on the one hand, if a man’s preach- 
'ng is worth nothing, he ought to lay down the work; and on the other 
hand, if his preaching is worth nothing, he should not be retained in the 
Ministry. And itis the prerogative of the church to judge, and also to de- 
Pose from the ministry. Unprofitable preaching has probably done its share 
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nging about the present indifference of the churches; and, with- 








P may do a good share towards perpetuating the evil, * They 
t preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” Bat if a man preaches 
n ig but the law, or a little lean morality. or the speculations of mere 
natural theology, he has no seriptural ground to claim a support from the 
‘ es. If he negleets the gospel. the churches may neglect him. It is right 


to preach the law: itis n ‘Cessary fo preach it in connee 
Cus alWays- remember ¢ 





ton with the gospel, 
the law ean never save sinners. It can 
show us the way of. salvation 


It is the gospel of Christ that is * the 
’ ; ; 7 oe ee : : ; 

power of God unto salvation. Neither do T condemn all speculative rea- 

soning in preaching; but from the tendencies of the present age, there is 

reas to fear that by the one and the o her, the plain life-giving Kesvel of 


tion will be left too much out of sight, and will be thought t 


OO COm- 
place to please our pretenders to refinement 


Let it be our aim, find our 
COns endeavor to preach © Jesus Christ and Him crucitied.” For the 


J olds the hearts of His children in His own hand, and it we glority 
a | 1 DY preaching the gospel of His son, He Will incline their hearts, for 
Ifi~ sake, to hold up the hands of His taithtul servants. Paul exhorted the 
iF fo esteem their ministers very highly in love, for their work's sake 


A fever has a tendency to diminish the love of our brethren towards 
ereate aspirit of indifferer 


for our-comfort and weltare: Let us 
then beware of giving any just offense to the churehof God, Some preach- 

Uisposed to be over-bearing, s¢ It-willed, and must have everything 
owh Way; thisis very hurttulyo the cause. Let us be gentle, patient, 


eausb fy ourselves, beret Wing stl th nus for he edification of the chureh 


sz i t great deal more on this tope, In. a way of detail. but time 
i +» But 1 wilk Say—let the love of ¢ hrist constrain us to be faithful to 
H and the same love of Christ will constrain our brethren to fulfill their 





us. 


Pavitl How ray a few words to my brethren in the deaconship. Yon are 
t “ervants of the ehurches. bat your firet obligation is to God: you are 


t servants of the Lord ¢ 


{ or the churches’ sake. 
t the we Ih 


Yon are aware. I suppose, 
con signifies # servant; and in strictness, not-a servant of 
tie highest rank, bat one of an inferion order; and this makes the office so 
thueh the more Ag } For in the Kingdom 


norable in its relation to the church 
the more labor th: more humiliatio the more self-denial there 


ts attached to any station, the more honor. in the sight of God, accrues to 
hii who fills itif be js faithful to his trust. Your duty pertains to the 
S i Tiirs of the chure you are Che custodians of the church's peeu- 
I iileresta, and 


His incumbent upon you that you make yourselves well 
aeqiatuted with the temporal cencerns -of your res pec tive churches, You 
ta understand not nly what the church possesses, but also what the 

rel heeds? and you should be prepared at all times to give the chureh 
formation in respect to her temporalities. But passing by 

'tibatters as have no tmmedinte reference to the subject of this address, 
He say, You are the medinms of oe minunication between your ehurch 
jutstor,. Whatever comes into your hands for the ase of the pastor, 
: : reported to the church The Deacon should also inform hiv self 
t tnd learn the necessities of his family, and 
the church may take appropriate action in 


inmeco il moat lw Lbihister 


in his brethren, that 


TCT ses, 


: 5 
Phe churches, in « ongrexation, are not before me to-day, but their dele- 


them I must speak .to their -respective 


Zales ure 


el 


ent. : . 
present, and through 


les 


It the p ry siclan does not know the nature of his patient's disease, he can- 
not apply the proper re inedy. And I believe that one of the main sources 
= mn ev) “o much deplored by everv considerate chiistian has not to this 
Gay been fully understood, agd consequently the necessary remedy has not 
been applied” M iny have complain that the. churches attend to this duty in 
« manner too loose and irregular to accomplish the desired object; that 
there ought to be some sysiem: some fixed arrangement by which the 
ehure should govern themselves in executing this important part of 

Views, I have no doubt, are correet. : 
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In my attempt to show that the evil now under consideration is in some 
levree chargeable on the ministers, I have showed them no. partiality or 
extenuation. Neither have [excused the Deacons; and'I have something 
more to say to them presently. ’ . j 

Lam.now speaking to the churdhes—not to the individual |members of 
the charches, but Co the churches a8 organized bodies. I speak of such things 
as require the ition of the church jas a church ; and which ate] not compe- 
tent to the members in their individual capacity. Itis here, my brethren, 
thar Lthink we must seek for the root of the evil; and there the-reformation 
must commence. If we ean once remove the cause, the effects will cease by 
the lawsef sequence, But we have all been charging to others too much of 
that blame which most ju-tly belongs to the churches in their corporate 
eapacit We have been Jrying to lop the branches while the stock has been 
allowed to live, and send out its sprouts from year to year. And [tell you 
this day, that while this root of bitterness is still retained in the vineyard of 
the Lord, we shall all have to taste the bitter fruits it produces, 

The fundamental principles of church government are taught with suffi- 

irness in the New Testament; and the tact that there is no formu- 
r system of by-laws prescribed in detail, does not argue that it 
wid) proper that we should adopt some consistent nrode of ap- 
se principles to the particular conditions of existing cases. «In 
gthis we are to be guided by the dictates of common sense, and the ac- 
| rules of human prudence. The opinion that Pan} constituted 
mone pling and Peter on a different: plan, ete., is, nasal believe, 
it the shadow of proof in thé New Testament. It is derogatory to the 
of the church, and jnvolves cbnsequences of ruinous tendency. 

Iwill thew proceed to lav down a simple plan of proceedings which J 
thivk every church should adopt; and which, if adopted and judici musly 
observe will goa great way toward removing the evil complained of. 

Suppose a ecnureh is destitute orn pastor, or likely to become so: 

1. In the first place, she should, in church ordey, fix upon. the minister 
Whom she will eall. 

2. She should then determine injthe fear of God, what compensation her 
iwy as a church, requires her to make to her pastor, and should resolve to 
fot i 

3 She should then inform the minister elect, and state to him specifically 
What services the church will expect of him, and also what compensation 
a ch has resolved to make in return. 

. Now the minister is at liberty] to decline; but if he accepts the call on 

lus proposed, the parties understand each other. And tle preacher 1s 
hound uder a solemn obligation to his God to tatthfally comply with his 
enyigemen's—of course we exeept Providential interpositigns —und the 
chureh. as a. wrporate body, is under obligations equally as satred to make 


the stipulated remoneration. 

Tie pastor i< bound to the chureh as an organized body, and the church as 
ahorginized body is bound to him. | [tis the voluntary act of the church, as 
@ church, tnd also the voluntary aé¢t of the minister, as the servant of the 
chureh’s sakes; and if either party fails, voluntarily, there is manifest fraud, 


an’ the Lord will see it, and jddge) righteously. : ; 
( And it pre- 


How simple how plain and how) practicable is this plan? A 

eieces all ground of complaint or) murmuring from both parties: If you 
practice on a different plan you open a deot ter a multitude of evils, Sut 
iithad no other advantages it would put to silence, ina great measure at 
least, this shametal outery against) churches and preachers, which so much 
etorms the be uty of christinity, 

Having noticed the relation beiween the church and her pastor, let us 
howdook at the relation between the church and her Deacons. The Deacon 
should receive the contributions of the members, which are made to the 
church for the use of the pastor; keep a fair account thereot and dispose of 
It ats directed’ by the church. Abd further he should duly report to the 
church all his transactions in the premises, Upon this position I will offer 
afew remarks, 

1, Let it be remembered tnat the Deacon is the steward of the church —not 
the servant of the pastor. Too many seem to look upon the Deacon as if he 


enna 





oe) ef 


ees 


ré 


igent of the partor to collect donations. This notion is, in theory 

but it differs out little from ordin iry practice. The Deacon is an 

the church. and not the deputy of the pastor. The pastor has no thor. 

il the Deacon to account for neglectof duty. No, not even fora mie 

or, such as embezzlement or the like. Neither has he any 

~ own imaster the Deacon must stand or fall. 

‘church and to none else ‘ 

* said that the Deacon should report tothe chureh a full 

nt of all his transactions, -I mean that it should-be a written 

mitin the form of an account ¢ urrent; and, in strictness 
be recorded in the permanent church book. 

the whole range of universal law. there is not a plainer principle 

it Whieh requires every fine ne ial officer to render a com plete aceount 

+ transactions to that government for w hom he officiates, J lhe State 

* it+-thewounty poli ere quires tl--every corporation requires it, and 

\ssoeiation requires it: and every church ought to require it. for on 
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hurch, exe ept he « an shew a roo! reason for refusing But ifa 
het pernrit him to make a fult and publie showing that he has 
eriormed the duties required of him, | could not blame him 
eluse to take the office: for his reputation as aman and a chris 
Olved in it. Should a Deacon be ashamed to let the church and 
Know that he is taithful t his trust ? Or should a church be ashamed 
pubticly known th it she acting worth, of her name? Ors} ld 
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relations existing between a church and the individual members which com- 


. pose it. To understand this relation--and it is not hard to understand—we 


new! only look at the political relation existing between the State and any 
cilizen. Every ditizen of the State) is morally, as well as legally, bound to 
contribute his proportionable share, both ef money and servicé: and if he 
will not do it, he ought in justice to be distranchised. He enjoys all the ad- 
ya tages and iminunities ot a citizen, and it is his duty to bear his part of 
the burden and expenses of the common government... This same principle 
of mutual rights and mutual obligations obtains in all voluntary combina- 
tions, and there is nota plainer principle of justice in the whole c¢ de of 
moral science, but our churches and individual members have alike ignored 
the principle in a practical point of view, When a nan takes membership 
inachureh, he voluntarily brings himself under obligations to perform his 
share of the services, and bear his part of the burdens of the common broth- 
erhood. The relation to the church which he thus voluntarily assumes de- 
volves upon him this relative duty, and if he is not willing to do this duty, 
he hes practiced an imposition upon the church; he has committed a moral 
fraud and is net worthy of the privilege which the church has accorded to 
him. If aman does not leve the church of Christ well enough to bear his 
sluire of her burdens, he ought not) by any means to seek connection with 
her, and if the church knows it she ought not to love him well enough to 
admit him into her fellowship, dr to retain him after he is admitted. 


Now, in the light of these relative obligations, let us look at the practica! 
working of our present -ystem, or rather of our usual custom, for it should 
not be cailed a’system = Lean speak on this point only from intormation, 
and Lam but very partially acquainted with the general practice. So far as 
my knowledge extends, it séems to be about this: The church calls a 
preacher, Who consents to serve, not knowing what the church will do, or 
Whether she will do anything at all. The Deacon, or some other member, 
prepares a subscription, and as many as will, stibseribe to pay ,whatever 
amount they please. The church, as a body, knows nothing of what has 
been done, and perhaps a majority ofthe members know nothing of what the 
Deacon has done in the premises; but at the expiration of the year, when 
the minister has fulfilled his obligation, the members who subscribed begin to 
pay up, and the Deacon continues to receive from January to June what he 
ought to have received in December; and sometimes, if my information is 
correct, never receives the whole amount subscribed Now, is there nota 
fault here ?—is there not a serious wrong? You will all admit there is, and 
thet the wrong ought to be rectitied. The Deacon ia ashamed to approach 

' Peoor With such a tneager eward tor his ldbors, bucitisn ctl ¢ 
Deacon's taut that no more fas been done He makes bis excuses and 


; Apologies to his pastor, and complains of the delinquency of his brethren. 


You know, my brethren, what these excuses are, and what they are worth, 
But ought not the Deacon to yo with his complaints to the church acd not 
tothe preacher? If this bad matter can be mended, it belongs to the church 
to do it, for none else has either the power or the right to rectify the wrong. 
The detaultfng members are responsible to the church, and not to the Dea- 
con. ‘I must maintain that ¢he churches, in their corporate capacity, are the 
responsible parties, and of course we must lay the blame of most of thése 
evils upon them, for every church 1s responsible for all the unworthy con- 
Cuct ot her members. And besides this, the church, by hér own act. en- 
geged the services of her minister for the benefit of the church, and by that 
act she brings herself under obligations to make him a just com pensation 
for his lacors. and she cannot, without the grossest injustice, shift the liabil- 
ty off upon the individval members. The minister has no law on his side 
by which he may call the church to account for a violation of a sacred ob- 
ligation; but the church has plain law in the New Testament to justify her 
nv alling to account her uudutiful members, and the Lord of the church re- 
{tres its faithful observance. She cannot evade her responsibilities by 
th.owing the blame on delinquent members, while she, by her own neglect, 
tolerates their sin. How can the churclies reasonably expect their ministers 
lo serve them cheerfully and delightfully, when ,they manifest so much in- 
difference to their pressing necessities ? 3 


ae 
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Another result of our present practice is, that about on: -third or 
ourth ofthe members do allorneatly all that is done while alike propor- 
nuthing or very little more than norhing, Is not this a most shame- 
justice? Camparatively. a few taithful brethren have to bear the 
pecuniary burden of the church, while others, with qual privileges 
qual advantages, are exempted. How can those car less or. selfish 
en teep a quiet conscience? How can they. satisfy, their bearts, thas 
joy all the blessings of church membership at the expense of others} 
’ urech tolerates this conduc tby negles ting te notice it, she is dircedty 
es her sanction to this glaring injustiee. How can a church hope to live 
e siviles of Heaven while she refuses to put away this iniquity ? Por 
vhteous Lord loveth righteousness,” anda righteous church should 
teoustiess—and practice it, too. Butis there any riggteousness jp 
i partial discrimination among members of the same churea? If the 
llows tt. it becomes the sin of the ehuren. -The question might be 
Should a church exclude chose members 'who refuse to do their daty 
particular? In reply to this question, | would say that if the church 
wy Warrant in seripture for tolerating one sin more than another, 
ripture that will properly apply to the case - by all means let her be 
el by che trspired word. By some it may be thought that a chureh. by 
y stich a policy, would lose a number of her. members.—I think not 
k very few would be lost, perhaps not one. But if the members thus 
resuch as are unworthy of membership. the loss would be a blessing 
church; and if a worthy member should be lost, he would ‘not be lost 
x. for he would soon discover his error and return to the church a better 
nh and a more useful member'than he was before. : 


on this part of the subject, L wish to solicit your atterttion toa 

iC may appear to you very small, but which is, in fect, of mere 

nee to your pastor than. yeu apprehend. Ihave previously alluded 

lelay which too much prevails in making your contributions in due 

\t the close of the year, when your pastor has furnished his year's 

his reward is then due. And Lask you to reflect, that at-that time, he 

hehad what is dug to him, procure provisions for his family on 

reasonable terms, andeconvenient to his residence; but if you inconsiderately 

pre t-tinate your duty tor threeor four months, he must pay tifty per cent 

bore for his supplies than he wonld have had to pay. Let me entreat you 

obave your partor’s welfyre always at heart, for your spiritual goed is 
ways near to his heart. ; 

1 v he 


said that what aman does for the support of the gospel is a vol- 

mntributics, and must be done of a free will, and not by const: aint. 
1 treely admit it—LTeontend for this principle. But what is the argument 
worth? Is not every duty we perform a voluntary act? Because it. is a vol 
untary offering we are not to inter that it is merely optional with us whether 
we do itor not. for God has made it a duty—an imperative duty; and itiths 
no wore optional with us than it is whether or not we commitanurder. This 
plea will answer no no man any pu pose, unless he is prepared to take the 
ground that it ja right and lawful for hify to be unwilling to do his duty. 
The same Lord that bas said “thou shalt not steal,” has also said, * render 


unte‘God the things that-are God's,” and it is the same law in both require 
ments, 


I want now tonotice some of the advantages that I think would be deried 


from the adoption of this simple plan which L have proposed. 


1. When achureh is about to calla pastor the members should consult t- 
gether freely, impartially and hone stly, as.in the sight of God, and deter- 
mine what the duty of the churcn is: Having decided what is duty, they 
should resolve to do it, for without this, the church can never know whether 
she as a church, is fulfilling her duty tothe Lord.’ I will take it for granted 
that a church would not make a dec ision of which slie would be ashamed, 
and the judgment of the majority should be the rule of actioa, for it is high 
titme that churches should refuse to be governed by disaffected minorities. 
One advantage, therefore, resulting from this course of preceeding is, that 
the church would have the consciousness of doing her duty as a church, and 
this surely would be no small blessing to any church. ; 
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9, It would be the means of maintaining mutual love and esteem between 
the chorch and her pastor. There would be reeiprocal contidence and fel- 
lowship between the porties. Itis hardly possible to overate this advantage. 
Your pastor's services wonld be a delightful werk, and his ministratious 
would be blessed both to the church and the congregation at large. 


, 


3. If thereare members who refuse or neglect to do their duty the church 


would know if, and would know who they are; and every church ought to’ 


know how her members conduct themselves in this matter, as well as in re- 
spect toevery other cute. If they are in fault, they should be admorished 
in love, and if, after the first and second admonition, there should be no re- 
formation, the church would be prepared to take such aetion as she might 
think the case required. And ffjany member should object to this plan 
because he would be ashamed for his name to be reported with a Ulauk an- 
nexed, why let him do his duty, and then he would have no ocensien to be 
ashamed. “But Ethink this rule would have a good influence in bring*ug 
neglectful members up to their duty. 


§, A good deal of eensure has been lavished upon our Deacons for negleet- 
ing What Was supposed to be their official duty. It has been thotah that 
the Deacon onght to make a personal applieation to defaulting brethr n, 
and insist on their compliance with duty. I believe this censnre is ur just 
and misplaced, because the individual members are not accountable te the 
Deaeon,ut tothe church. It the|/ Deacons deserve blame, itis becanse they 
do not report defaulters to the ghurch, which, [ believe, it. is their sacred 


‘duty todo. If the plan I have suggested is adopted, the members will know 


itto be their duty to make, their contributions to the Deacon, thet he may 
report itto the chureh; and he should repert all failures, whether total or 
partial, that the church may take appropriate action in the case. 


And right here, though perhaps a iittle out of my line. I wish to makea 
remark or two Which, L hope. will not be forgotten or disregagded) = First, 
the church, as an organized body, Has no secret or private dutics te perform: 
she is a public institution, and her transactions should be public. beeause she 
isacity seton a hill. and Ser actings and doings should be in public view, 
that she may have a salutary influence on the public mind, and prove to the 
world that she is not afraid of oblaquy and derision, Secondly, the duty of 
an individual member to contribute his pro rata share to the church is not 
alms nor a donation, it isa public duty in discharge of a public moral obli- 
gation, and should not be done behind the screen, There can be no good 
reason for privacy—a candle is nof to be put under a bushel, but set on a 
candle-stick, that it may give light. A public duty shodid be performed 
ina public way. 


5. Perhaps the greatest advantage resulting from the adoption of this plan 
might be overlooked by! some of|my brethren. It would have the good 
effect to cause both the churches and the brethren to act in this mattter 
from a principle of duty, without adverting to the various motives and in- 
ducements which influence many in performing thisservice. L would entreat 
I would entreat my brethren to consider that what they dds a duty to God, 
and they should inquire earnestly and honestly what the Lord requires of 
them, and do it as aduty. that they may be blessed in their act of obedience. 
The same consideration should influence the churches in what they do. 


The practical operation of the plan here recommended might reveal some 
defects in the details or a want of| circumstantial adaptations, but I believe 
itwould go a great way toward prdducing.a very desirable reformation. and 
in ashort time would give general satisfaction to all parties, and relieve the 
the name of christianity of that burden of reproach which now so much de- 
forms the beauty of Zion; and so fully persuaded am I of its practicability 
and its advantages, that I would be glad if all the churches in| this, our be- 
loved old Pear] River Association, would make the experiment, and thus set 
an eXample worthy of the respect and imitation of the churches generally. 

‘ 


a 
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It only remains now that I direct your attention to one thing in connec. 
tion with this subject, and I should think myself w holly inexcusable to pase 
itupnoticed. What [I have said relates to churches and church members, 
but there are a number of friends who are not church members, but who 
assist in supporting the gospel. Thisis honorable and highly praise-worthy— 
it shows that they set a value on preaching, and do not wish to be deprived 
of it. And through it is also their duty, yet they are not accountable to the 
church, All that I desire to say in this connection is. that when such per- 
sons make a contribution though the hands of the Deacon, he should ree 
portit tothe church with his other receipts, but he should not-report the 
bame of the contributor without his consent. “If the Deacon has permis- 
sion to use his name, he should dose, but not witheut. . 
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